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PREFACE. 



In the following pagles I have endeavoured to 
give a succint and faithfol account of Hie events, 
which immediately preceded and succeeded the 
siege of Manchester, as well as of the siege itself. 
And, although fanaticism and rebellion eventually 
waved their vk^torious banners over the grave of 
a murdered monatdi, it will be found, that the in- 
habitants of this county, {mA excepting the Catho- 
lic of it) were not wanting in dt^ and allegiance, 
when tfmr services wereibund necessary to impress 
the designs of evil and turbulent men. Their blood 
was lavished, tlKtr treasures were exhausted, in 
defence of a good a.tiA royal master. I may pos- 
sibly, by some, be accused of partiality ; though I 
am conscious, Uiat I have end^tvoured, throughout 
the whole narrative, to render a faithful account of 
the events, whiq)i occurred during that period. It is, 
indeed, true, that I have occasionally made reflec- 
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ii PREFACE. 

tions on the excesses committed by factious and fa- 
natical bigots, who were ever preaching up loyal- 
ty to their prince, and zeal for religion; though 
their actions (wjiich are th^ b^ ipterpreters of the 
mind) compel us to believe, that they had little re- 
gard for either. But I^hope, that my indignation 
and abhorrence of their rebellion, rapacity, mur- 
4er, wd iM?quefitr?^t^o^ haw |>eto ejqjreised in 
IWfJi^gfe W n»iW ^Ihc «tt^t ¥?onW aUpw- If 
tjifiir fl^vUy 9>T^ ?fefl b»d Imn di^yed ia a juit 
^}f^ i then, ipdee4 ikm fame and m6ow wmM 
.J^tve been j^f^fdfi^ down for the iiAitat^ of a^n^- 
W^M V9f^^^yi ^t p^ndiiur bidi us^^lo acfcnow- 
l^dg^ji 1^ thf^^Qjitrary isf tl^e cafle; and I ferment- 
ly^9f^> that jg^eitii^ this ,n9Ao», tMt tW* indus- 
trv^ towat»pd.j[|ingh^ Biay eier again ht 

viHt;ed by ^^ siinil%r ftffiurtion, Tbopgh a few rf 
:iBy* Jlf ?4ers. i^ff fciwe laet with Rosw<a»'s Coan*- 
pjiaint, y^t, Bfi i\ k vgrygcafce/aitel, tends to shew 
t^Q , dupJidty f^ want of Uie common principles 
pf honour and honesty in men^ wbohav6 once 
fnKned th^ir b^i^ pn their God and their King^; 
^d as it ccmtaim niuch ^formation, relatif e to 
tjie Iqpjd cirfiHnstfU[ic(9$ i)f this tPivn and county;. 
I have given it at length.. To several of piy friends I 
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PREFACE. ui 

wish thus publickly to return my grateful acknow- 
ledgments for their kindness, in affording me ori- 
ginal documents, and other valuable information; 
and, though I have deemed it improper to parti- 
cularize their names, I hope they will do me the 
justice to be assured, that I do not hold them less 
gratefully in my remembrance. Sensible of the 
imperfection of all human labours, I can assure the 
reader, that I submit this work to his perusal with 
no small degree of anxiety as to its reception. If 
any thing, which it contains, should tend to his in- 
formation or amusement, his approbation will be 
all the reward I look for; if his more accurate 
information, or better judgment, should discover 
any faults, I hope he will not be too severe in his 
censures. 
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HISTORY 



SIEGE OF MANCHESTER. 



TflDEl peribd that the following pages treat^^of, was 
one of peculiar difficulties to this nation in general, 
and to some local places in particular. Among the 
latter, Manchester bore an early portion in the 
unhappy contest between the' imfortunate Charles 
the First and his ignominious Parliament; for it is 
recorded, that the first blood was shed there^ in the 
ciril commotions that disgraced the kingdom for 
so many yeans. There were seen, in those unna- 
tural wars, father opposed to son, and brother to 
brother, and the dearest ties of consanguinity were 
levered asunder. The demon of destruction being 
let loose on the nation, carried havoc and desola- 

B 
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2 SIEGE OF 

tion, like a torrent, before it ; the blood of her best 
patriots was every where lavished for her common 
defence;- and her most sanguinary enemies never 
ceased, until they had revolutionized the state, and 
murdered their monarch. May God, of his grace 
and mercy, for ever preserve this kingdom from the 
recurrence of such a melancholy catastrophe ! 

Previous to the year 1640, fanaticism began to 
mingle itself with faction, and private interest with 
republican fury. " In Scotland,'* observes an ele- 
gant authoress,* " the famous league and covenant 
was formed, which required an engagement upon 
oath to defend the Presbyterian worship against 
Popery, and to reject all innovations whatsoever. 
People of every rank^ denomination^ and condi- 
tion, hastened to subscribe to this oath, and, naore- 
over, bound themselves to support each other, 
against every appearance of opposition. - Charles 
had neither power to quell these daring measures^ 
nor prudence to give up the design that occasioned 
them : he made, indeed, some slight concessions; 
but, these being abused, both parties prepared for 
war. The malcontents were headed by the Earl of 
Argyle ; Leslie, an experienced soldier, commanded 
their forces. Charles equipped a fleet ancj levied a 

* Hist, of the United Kingdom, vol. 2. p. 26. 
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considerable army, which he himself joined at 

Berwick; but instead of acting with that vigour, 

which circumstances required, he attended to the 

slightest signs of an affected submission, and hastily 

-came into terms With the tebels. The* assembly 

and the parliament of Scotland were summoned to 

-terminate the differences; but the avowed prihci- 

i pies .of the one, and the pretensions of the other, 

.reduced his Bfajesty to the necessity of once more 

^hav,ing recourse to arms. Unfortunately his finan- 

lOes were exhausted. . An English parliament alone 

could supply him: after an interval of eleven years, 

he found himself obliged to call one ini 1640.'' 

In the mean while tonnage and poundage had 
been levied by royal authority; though in former 
reigns it had been levied without the consent of 
^parliament, it seemed in him an unpardonable 
stretch of royal prerogative, and a source of justi- 
fiable murmur : compositions were likewise made 
with non-conformists, and the high commission 
court of the star chamber exercised its powers in- 
dependently of any law, upon several bold innova- 
tors in liberty, who gloried i^ their suffmngs, and 
in a great measure contributed to render^ his Majes- 
ty's government odious and contemptible.* The 

* History of the Uoited Kingdom, vol. 2. p. 25. 
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a;b6iishihg of thfese grievances was Aie pretence, 
und^r which anarchy was to be established ^ and 
from which all the j^viliconsequences hereafter fol- 
lowed. ..>... e^ .^ -, .' 

Early in February 1642, both Houses of Patlia- 
ment sent forth, an <miinan6b for.ordieringouithe 
militia of the kingdom of England,^ ^kdtfaeitomi- 
nioii of Wales. To justify their poroceedinge, < and 
to diew their anixiety fw ^fae w;elfi^re of the nation, 
{but it was, in foct, to coiFer their real )designft)< tbe 
ordiniince proceeds Jto state, that by the ^ eflfeotof 
the bloody councils ot Papfets* and oth^ill fcffw*- 
ed person^," : ttey /* h^d: rai«d 4;refe$Uioii. Kvk tf» 
kihgdcttn of Ireland/' and. they i>oul4«¥>t.b^t fear 
that they i^ould "^stir up th^ li^?jr€;^lliatt dud i«- 
surrection in Eifigland."* . :. . . k. I :■ ^ < /. 

On the I2th of February the Hous« of Commons 
nominated to his Majesty a. list of. person^, fitJp>^ 
« entrusted with the militia of the kingdopa, ivberehi 
they desire^ tlie concurrence of the House of PeersL" 
In this list the Lord Wharton was non^n^tedft^ 
Lancashire.— The monarch now either begaij.tp 
perceive through their real designs, or else hecoul^ 
not have confidence in the persons therein nomi. 
nated ; for on the 28th of February his Majesty 

* Rushworth's Collections, vol. 1. p. 521. 
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MANCHESTER. 5 

returned a minted and peremptorj i^nswer, that he 
could -not agree to their reqtied.*; ! 

This next step, which ihfe ParKameut took (or 
aecuringlbdr^full and' supreme authority, was to 
<send^ fionOi anotlier ordidan^d/" dated' the 5^ of 
March, :164S; for appointhig Tjcard Lieutenants of 
<JouiitiaB,- aud ordaining tkaT thtiy should *^Beye. 
raUyandifdspe^ively haVe powsrta aistoible, and 
«all tbgether, all and siAgulsfHiis i/b^ty'i imbjeets 
within ilbm utrnH mi tespective' cotmties and pla- 
ces,"! td tram and exearcise'Uiem' for the wipirs, w 
array ^amd arm ^^/ and io mU3t6r them ifi liuch 
placet^ts'thii ^tidliieiitenantifQf the Cduntiesshould 
think propw. : Thfey next drMr tip^ anid pa$$ed a 
fill for settling the milMia agreeilbletb iheir ordi"^ 
nance beliSretnei^Cioned; a^d isent the sa»^ fo hiik 
Majesty; desiring lui royal ^enf thereunto. TFhe 
King, on the 28th of April following, sent a message 
to both Houses, stating, in strong terms, his reasons 
for refusing to pasJR the said BiH.^ ' 

Affkirs now began to assume a most serious and 
alarming Wsp'ect, arid required more than human 
prudefiee in the royal rfiind, to endure repeated 
and insulting degradations. On the 5th of May, the 
Tarlidmenthad the audacity to put forth a printed 

* Rushworth^s <:oU. ^(A. 3. p. d22. t Ibid ^26. 
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declairation against his Majesty's message concerning 
the militia, and their concluding sentence is this, 
that, " knowing no other way to encounter the im- 
mixient and approaching danger, but by puttmg 
the people into a fit posture of defence, they do re- 
solve to put their said ordinance in present execution^ 
and do require all persons in authority, by virtue of 
the said ordinance, forthwith to put the same in 
execution, and all others to obey it, according to 
the fundaniental laws of the jkingdomin such cases, 
as they, tender the upholding of the true Proljestant 
religion, the safety of his Majesty's person and his 
TDyal posterity, the peace of the kingdom, and the 
being of Ais commonwealth."* If ever Charles 
Conceived the idea of reigning without a I^lia- 
.m^nt, the Parliament certainly now began to shew 
an evident design of governing the nation without 
a King. 

The Monarch for greater safety now retired to 
York with his two sons, and perceiving that the 
Parliament were bent on monopolizing all the le- 
gislative and executive power, he, with a dignity 
and spirit worthy of his royal character, though 
borne down by their wicked machinations, their 
ingratitude, and oppression, sent forth a proclama- 

* Rudu coll. ?oL 1, p. 646. 
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tion, dated from that city, 27th of May, 1642, for- 
bidding all his subjects belonging to the trained 
baiids, or militia of the kingdom, to rise, march, 
muster, or exercise, by virtue of any order or 
ordinance of one or both Houses of Parliament, 
without consent or warrant from his Majesty, upon 
pain of punishment according to the laws.* 

At length arrived a great and eventful crisis, 
when the allegiance and fidelity of the subject were 
to be tried ; not by boasting professions and extra- 
vagant oaths, but by actions and sufferings in the 
cause of duty and loyalty. The trained bands and 
militia were now ordered out, and placed under 
the command of that real traitor Robert D'Evreux, 
Earl of Essex.f To meet this formidable force, 
raised against the will and command of the Sove* 
reign, the commission of array was ordered to be 
put in execution ; and James, Lord Strange, son and 
heir apparent of William, Earl of Derby, was by the 
King appointed one of the commissioners of array, 
and Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire and Cheshire ; 
to whose acts and deeds before Manchester, I shall 
now confine the thread of my story. 

His Lordship, firmly adhering to the cause of his 

* Eushwortli's coll, vol. 1. p. 550. f Milner*s Letters, p. 293, 
and Nalson's Collections, ?ol. 2. p. 647. 
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rqyal master, strenuously^ exert^ himself to put 
the commission of army m fall rigour* To aoqcpi-^ 
plish this object,^ he took an aflfectkmate ^eaye of 
bis Majesty at Yorl^h eftrly in July ; adv^npe4 to- 
wards Lancashire, and arriTed belq^e Ai^nch^ifter 
about the 4th oi tbe;same monti^.j ^ The skmm^h 
which ^ere took place between Lord Strange 3aid 
ibp inhabitant^ of the tpwn^ yirith the njumber <^f p|ien 
skua and wouwjied on both sides^ is detail$d;iTi the 
foUowiug particuhrsi printed by order of the Par^ 
liam^it^ July^th, 3642> entitled 

. . THE BEGINNING OF 

CIVIL WARR^ ** 

..-,-• . ' ENGLANiy.^ /. . . , . ,^ 

: . ' , QR ,. • • 

r ' ITERRIBLEr ,. 
. NEWSl FR02^- . . 
,THB r . . 

.. . . KOdTH. . 

Themiafignant Party of this Kingdomhath for a 
longtime continuect in Iheir wicked and damnable 
designs; insomuch, that their impudence is grown 
to such a height, that they are not ashamed to make 
their intentions publifckly known to the whole world, 
as may appear by the ensuing Relation. 
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Upon the 4th of this ihi^nt Mouth, of July, 1642, 
the Lord Strai^e came from York, and approach- 
ed near the Town of Manchester with a great num- 
ber of Armed Men, and coming neer the Town, he 
sent to the Inhabitantsthereof to know their Minds> 
whether they would agree to the Propositions which 
he had sent them two <xr three day s^ before, for the 
restoring of the Magazine, which were in that v 
Town to hi» own Custody, threatening them, that, 
if they would not, he would send such a Mesaen* 
ger, that would make them Yeeld, and bring them 
to due Bobjedtion. 

The Inhabitants having received this Mesaige, 
Resolved to scsnd their Answer unto him, which 
they did accordingly, that for the Magazine, which 
was in that Town, they would not restore it to him, 
it being the only safeguard and Defence they had. 

And they likewise declared, that, if his Lordship 
did take any other Course to seize upon it violently, 
they would loose their dearest lives in defence thei^- 
of, by reason the Cbtmtry was in such a great dis- 
traction and perplexity, that they did not know, 
how soon they might be dispossest of all they had, 
if so be they had not Arms to defend themselves 
withall. The Lord Strange having received this 
Answer, and hearing what their resolution and in- 
tention were> hee was much perplexed in mind^ 
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10 SIEGE OF 

drawing all his forces togietiier^ he iriuched against 
the said Town of Manchester, and shot off thre^ 
or four Muskets against them, but the Inhabitants^ 
seeing that he were come, and that heewere resolvt 
ed to take the Magazine away by forcfe, understand* 
ing his full intention by the Messengers, which 
Came from him, they Resolred every Man to fight 
it out. 

Whereupon each Man stood upoii his: ow'fii 
guard, and about 9 of the Clock in the Morning Of 
the 5th day of this present Month> the Lc^d Strange 
came with his forces against the ToWn, and would 
have entered, but they kept him out by force, but 
Captain Smith, being in the fipoqt, gaye a fierce 
firing against the Inhabitants of Manchester, bu^ 
was answered with most puissant Courage again, 
and slew two of the Lord's Men. 

Whereupon a great and furious Skirmish did en- 
sue; the Lord Strange having besieged the Town 
he began to give Battell against them ; but the In- 
habitants, being true within themselves, ordered 
the business so well, that they drew out ten small 
Companies, and set them in a faire Battalion 
against them, answering each other very furiously 
at the first; but after some two or three houres skir- 
mish, there were Seven more of the Lord Strange's 
Men Slain, and two of the Inhabitants of Man- 
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Chester; onely one Master Band waa shot m the 
Thigh. After they had ceased two or three houres^ 
they ended the Battle with the Sun of the Day, 
tiie LoRi> Strange withdrawing his forces about two 
Miles from Manchester; having lost^ as is justly 
supposed/27 Men; of the other Side 11. Captsdn 
Band ifikwell recovered agsan, praised be Qon* 

Wee expect daily, when the L. STRANGitwil) 
visit tal again ; but I hope the Lord will enable us 
against his Coming. They gave out Many tbreatt 
ening Speeches against us, and it is thought here, 
th^t he hath sent for many more forces towards 
York. 

, The liord Rivers gives out many Scandalous 
Speeches againM us, and striveth by all Means he 
possibly can, to set the Whole country against us. 

This is the beginning of CiviiiL Warre, being 
the first stroke, that hath bin struck, and the first 
Bullet, that hath bin shot; but Gop knowes, whea 
the ending will be, or when the troubles of thiat, 
Kingdome will grow to a period. M[any thousands,. 
I doubt, will loose their Lives, before that this King- 
dome will be settled in peace and unity, as it hath 
bin formerly ; for no man knoweth the Cruelty of 
War, but those that have felt and tryed it ; for when 
that time cometh, many a child will be Fatherlesse, 
and many a poor wife Husbandlesse. 
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. B« God of his great Itfwcjr, stop the Strord 
frofti going any ftirthur, and as it is iMit a little way 
drawn, so Lo^o I beseech thee, sfeeaih it again^ 
before thdt it be drawn any furthur, that so by that 
Means the Walls of Syon inay not be beaten down 
ftor destroyed. 

It is ordered, that the Lord Strange be reiquired 
to ddRver that part of the Magazine of the County 
»f Lancaster into the hands of the Deputy Lieute- 
ntatis. 

Odered that this be printed a nd published. 
'< ' John Bkown, Cler: Parl: 

About tills time these Pfiurlianfentarian gentlemen, 
Ar Thomias Stanley, Mr! Ridiard Holland, Mr. 
Holcroft, Mr. Egertbti, Mr. Bc^th, with Mr. Ashton, 
4ttd ;^r. Moore, two members of the House of Com- 
mons, had stationed themselyes at Manchester to 
Oppose Lord Strange. Nevertheless on the' 15th 
of the same Month j beaming again to the town with 
about 400 men, he was invited by the Gentlemen 
resident in that placej to a banquet.* Whilst they 
were sitting' at dinner Captain Holcroft and Cap- 
tain Btrcli (fifta Parliamentarians) with their farces 
entered the town, and beat to arms: a skirmish 
ensued, and one Richard Percival, a linen-webster 

♦ Lancashire's Valley of Achor. 
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of Kirkm4ni^:ulme> wagslftin by the royaJiMs, un- 
der the command of bis liOrdsh^p ; for viiich th^ 
fKarliaihent afterwards attempted to impeacb him. / 

After tjiis affair Lord Strange retired into Che- ^ 
shire, but was there resisted by sir William Brere- 
lon, ;emd other gentlemen, of the County, and pre- 
yeated from seizing the County M figazine : nor 
could eYen.theeari of Riveni sufficiently assist him. 
This nobleman (i^ho was a papist) the King had 
joined with him in the Commission of airay, to 
make good that Coimty for his Majesty, but he 
could not accomplish it, because the CaU)oUcs, who 
remained faithful to the Monarch, w^e all.disazm- 
ed by those Protestant g^i^tlemett, .who adhered to 
the Parliament* , f 

. While these transactions were carrying on in the 
nei^bouring County, rtxe House, of Conunon^i 
were- eftipteyed in deep consultation, how they 
could bring the valiant I^ord Strange tp punish* 
ment, for the transaction at Manchester. The re- 
suit of their delibejrations was, that, on the 14th Sep, 
1642, sir Robert Harley; brought up to the I^ouse 
of Lords an impeachment of high treason against 
his Lordship i And for the information of ipy readeijs^ 
I shall tfanscribe thb precious document^ the pro- 
duction of a factious Parliament^ ^gaini^ a noble 



♦.May's Hist. p. 110, and Rush. Co8. Vpl. 1. p. 680. 
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Lotd for valiantly standing forth to defend the 
i^Buse of Royalty, and for endeavouring to r^cltice 
a rebellious country to a due sense of obedience to 
the Laws. It is drawn up in these words: 

THE IMPEACHMEMT OF JAMES, LORD STRANGtt, SON 
AHm flEIR APPARENT OF WILLIAM, EARLOF IIERBT, 
• BY T&E COMMONS ASSEMBLED IN FARUAtlENTi 

IN TBt NAME OF IHEMSELVES, AND ALL THl COM- 
MON!^ OF ENGLAND^ OF HIGH TREASON* 

' That the said James, Lord Strange, to the intent 
and purpose to subvert the fundiamental laws and 
Government of this Kingdom of England, ftnd the 
rigiits and liberties, and very being of parliaments : 
Arid to set sedition between the King and the people, 
ffid, upon the fifteenth day of July> in this present 
year of our Lord God, one thousand six hundred 
forty two, at Manchester, in the county of Laricas*" 
fei^, and at several other times and places, actually, 
maliciously, Tebefliously, and traitorously, suinmon 
and call tdgether great numbers of his Majesty's 
subjects; and incite, persuade, and encourage theim 
to take up arms, and levy War against the Kjng, 
Parliament, and kingdom. Tliat the said James^ 
iLord Strange, in further prosecution of his £[»^esaid 
wicked, traitorous^ and maliciouspurposes, did>-upon 
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the said fifteeiith day qf Jiily> at Maticherter afore- 
s^id> and at several other times and places^ actually, 
maliciously, rebelUously> and traitorously, raise great 
forces of men ^nd horse, and JcYied war against the 
King, Parliament, and Kingdom^ And in further 
prosecution of the aforesaid wicked, traitorous, and 
ipali<U0us purposep, the said James, Lord 8trange« 
9nd diveirs other persons, whom he had drawn into 
his party and faction, did, also^ upon the fifteenth 
day : of July, at Manchester aforesaid, maliciously 
and traitprous)y> with force and arms, and in an 
hostile and Wfurlike manner, kill, murdelr, find des- 
troy, Richfird Percital, of Kirkmanshulme,tnthe' 
said county of I^anqaMet, linen'^ Webster; and did . 
then and there, ai^d at divers oth^ times and places,* 
in like hostile manner as aforesaid, shoot, stab, 
hurt, and wound, divers others of his Majesty's good 
subjects, contrary totji^ laws and peace of this 
Kingdom of England, luid contrary to his IM^sty '• 
Royal crown and dignity. Ajid the said Jamais, 
Lord Strange^ hath set sedition between the King 
and his people, and now is i^ opep and actual Re« 
bellion against the King, Parliament, and King- 
dom. For which m^ers and things the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgesses of the ]9oqse of Commons 
in Parliament assembled, do, in the name of them- 
selves, and of all the Commons of England, im- 
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peach the said James, Lord Strange, of high treasoir. 
And the said Ciwimons, by Protesfetion j saving t<r 
themselves the Uberty of exhibiting at any time- 
hereafter any other accmation or impeaehlment 
agahist the said Lord Strang, and also to replying 
that of the anstvers of the said Jamesy Lotd Sti'ang^,; 
shall make to the pretaiises, or any of them, or of 
any! such, other impeachment or accusaitioh that 
shall be exhibited by theih,as the cans^, acconfing^ 
to the ieiHirse and proceedings of Parliainent shel^ 
nquire; do pray, that the said lames. Lord Strange, 
may be put to ans^wef aUiand every the premises, 
that :8lach proceedings^ '^amiiia^ioiis, trials^ and' 
jtadgik^nts,; May be upon them, and every one oT 
them had and iised, as shall be agreeable to Law' 
and Justice;^c : ' : 

^ When this n(«able impeachment was t^ken to- 
the House <^ hotds, theynOTClered, that flie answer 
to biB j^urned to the Cbmiteoiw should be; " that 
tins House hath Ireceivedihe Impeachment against 
the Lord ^Sttaiige, and that they will take the best 
course they <5an, to havie the Lord Strange brought 
to:aiii^^ the said impeachment." 

/ Uipwbeit, their Lor&hips, fcunfl themselves in a ' 
a serious dilehima, wheh they took into their con-^ 
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i^idcirationi what cburse tiiey should follow^ for 
sending to summon liord Stt-ange to appear and 
Answer his impeachment of High treason. They 
begali to peroeive, that, if messengers were des- 
patched, they might be imprisoned, and, if pro- 
ilamation-writs Were sent down, they would ao* 
be sealed; therefore they thought fit to cotmnuni- 
cate these their fears to the House of Commons, and 
to advise with them, how delinquents, under such 
^ircumstanceis, might be brought to trial. A m^'- 
sage was accordingly sent to desire a conference 
with the Commons, concerning the impeachment 
6f Lord Strange. Consequently an order was made, 
in the nature of a proclamation against the Lord 
Strange, in the following words. 

Die Veneris 16** Septembrisy 1642. 
Whereas the Lord Strange, having continued a 
long time, and still remaining in actual rebelKon 
ligainst his Majesty and the Parfiament, is for the 
iame impeached of High treason by the House of 
Commons, in the name of themselves, and all the 
Commons of England. It is therefore ordered, by 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled; 
that publication thereof be made in all the churches 
and chapels by the Curates and Churchwardens 
thereof; and in all Markets and towns by the Con- 
stable and Officers of the towns, withjn the Coun- 
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ties of Lancaster and Chester, to the end that all his 
Majesty's loving subjects may have notice thereof^ 
lest being deceived by the spacious pretences made 
by the said Lord Strange, they shall assist him v^^ith 
Men, Money, Munition, or any other Provision, 
and so make themselves guilty of the like treason 
and Rebellion : And all sheriffs, and others his 
Majesty's subjects, are hereby required to do their 
best endeavours for the apprehension of the said 
Lord, and the bringing him up to the Parliament, 
there to receive condign punishment according to 
his demerits.* — ^And they ordered the same to be 
sent up to the Lords for their concurrence, by sir 
Guy Palmes. This was accordingly done the same 
day, and the answer of their Lordships was; "that 
they agreed with the House of Commons in the 
order concerning the Lord Strange."t 

These pusillanimous attempts of the Parliament 
appears to have been treated by his Majesty's good 
subjects with that merited contempt and derision, 
which they so very properly deserved; for neither 
the impeachment, nor the declaration of the Com- 
mons, that I can learn, were, even, either acted 
upon, or put in force. 

Still, however. Lord Strange never for a moment 

* Journals of the Commons^ p. 768. 
t Journals of the Lords, p. 357. 
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ceased to fulfil the important trust reposed in hin»: 
yet the evil spirits of some of the disaffected were 
actively alive, and, spurred on by an envious dis- 
position, insidiously insinuated, that the country 
was put in fear jiot only by the frequent meetings 
of the Commissioners of array for this county, 
amongst themselves, but also with the Commission- 
ers of the adjacent counties; and that some of them 
had given out threatening and desperate language, 
that they would plunder, batter down, burn the 
houses, arid disarm the persons of all such as did 
not comply with them. AH which speeches and 
undertakings they conceived to be expressly 
contrary to his Majesty's frequent declarations for 
the maintenance of the right and property of the 
subject. They in consequence bound themselves, 
in defence of theii* friends and country, to give faith 
and assurance to each other, that, if any attempt 
were made, they would upon notice given, be ready 
with all their strength and force, to assist, and de- 
fend from violence, all such, as should be so 
attempted, against. J Such insinuations and reflec- 
tions soon reached the ear of Lord Strange, which 
caused him *to write the following letter, still pre- 
served in the Harl. MSS. 2095, fol. 235, and, I be- 
lieve, never before published. This shdws he wa& 
t Harl. MSS. 2095. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



30 SIEGE OF 

not the rebellious unfeeling traitor, that tj^is ene^^ief 
wished to represent him ; but on the contrary proves 
him to have been a warm and patriotic friend to his 
country, a lover of peace, and an enemy to all, 
who would do any thing derogatory to tew, strict 
justice and integrity. 

t« To my very loving friends, Mr. Richard Brere- 
ton, and Mr. Hugh Wilbraham. 

Gentlemen, 

It seemes by you there is muoh apprehension 
among manie in the county of Chester, of somQ 
badde intent by the commissioners of array, at iSm 
present, against divers gentlemen ani others with 
designe to plunder their houses. I assure you tbera 
is noe such direccion or consent of myne. But, 
contrariwise, I shall sende unto them, to bewaro 
thereof, with this declaracion, that, if soe they doe 
contrarie to my owne request unto them, I will 
take part with others againstt them. And hereof 
you maie acquaint whom you please with this pur- 
pose of 

Your assured friend, 

Sept. 6th, 1642. STRANGE.'' 

We are now drawing near to a period, when 
Manchester was again to be the scene of confusion 
and bloodshed. Scarcely had it recovered from 
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tbe shocik of the two Ifite l^sa^^lts pecasioBecl }^y its 
disloyalty, before it was doomed to meet witji ^jior 
iher still more violent Xhm the former. At thi$ 
time the town 13 M^^ted to have been in ^ very 
flomrishi^^ coind^tiop^ but the town'i§i-i>eopIe were, 
divided among themselves, ^ome declaring for the 
JCing; and others for the Parliament, In this critir 
cej 9onjeQtnre> Mr* Jlichard Holl2!.nd,* of Penton^ 
Mr. Peter JE^^on, of 3h*w, Mr. Erid, (Hyde,) 
of Oentoni, Pepnty^Lieutenant? of Lftncaiiiire, by 
s^n or^inafluqe of Parli£^ment,t held ^. council with 
the tpwq, and it was by them ordered* tb»t thp 
Militia should seize npon i^ ia the name of the Par- 
liament, which was accprdii^ly dona, The stand- 
ard of RebelKpn being now hoistedi a gr^at number of 

P Mr. fildiard Holland^ of Deoloa mi Hentoii soar Main 
cMst^r, comm^Qde4 a regioijeat of foot In ^he Parliapeiit'a «e)^^ 
viccj apd topk an active part in the civil wars^ and member foj: 
Lancashire in Cromwell's second J'arliapaent, (1654.) He was 
the 9th in descent fiom sir William Holland, descended of a 
younger son of the iUastrious family of Holland, of Holland, in 
this County, who became seated at Denton at early as the rdgtt 
otMw^i W, ^y maiTiag^ f?i4 Mprgwet* *« ^^ht^r of 
^ol^t ;Shore£R9^of(h, ky M^rg^r^t bi^ wile daughter andtol^ kpk 
of Ih)|btrt D^oim^, pf Pf ntp^. ThQ 9^id Richard^ married Cathe- 
rine daughter pf Willjani Rami^dep^ of Longley^ and was 9ge4 96 
years, (ad mortem patris) at the death of his father Edward, 
i636. 

f Vkar's^Parilameatary Chronicle, Load- 1644 p. 1^ 
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the country people assembled together and march- 
ed into the town, where being joined by many of 
the townsmen they were daily trained and exercised 
with the Militia, who in a short time became ex- 
pert soldiers, and able and active pikemen. But 
the greatest strength the town received was from 
the fortifications, posts, chains, and mud walls 
thrown up at the ends of the streets, under the ^- 
rection of Captain John Roseworme, a German en- 
gineer, whom the town had engaged to perform 
this particular service, and in the warmth of their 
fears, twenty-two Gentlemen of the town and neigh- 
bourhood, covenanted to give him £30 for his as- 
sistance in fortifying it; and among them I am 
sorry to observe the name of Richard H^rribk, then 
warden of the Collegiate church. But in perform- 
ing this business of fixing the posts and chains, they 
were greatly annoyed by the loyalists in the town, 
who still strenuously adhered to the cause of the 
monarch, and threatened to take away Roseworm's 
Ufe. 

While these commotions were going on in Man- 
chester, the King's party in Cheshire, under the com- 
mand of sir Edward Fitton, and Mr. Thos. Leigh* 
of Adlington, disarmed all the rebels in that quarter 
of such arms and other implements, as they had 
provided themselves with, under the pretence of 
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safety and protection to themselves and their fami- 
lies. This so alarmed many of the country people 
around Manchester, who had not yet openly de- 
clared their intentions, that they assembled together 
and marched in large bodies into the town, and 
joined the Militia, and the other rebels, which 
greatly faciHtated the fixing of the posts and chains, "^ 
and perfecting of the fortifications, which had 
hitherto been strongly opposed and not finished. 

Now arrived a time when doubts, fears, and 
alarms, was to give place to real actions and sufifer- 
ings in a contest between a lawful monarch and his 
rebellious subjects. For in the night of Saturday, 
September 24th, 1642, certain intelligence reached 
the town, «Bthe gallant Lord Strange, aided by 
Lord Molineaux, and several other gentlemen (who 
all assisted the king with men and money) was 
marching vnth strong forces from Warrington to- y 
wards Manchester. 

The forces in the town consisted of the Militia 
and the insurgents, together with about 150 tenants, 
of Mr. Ralph Ashton,* of Middleton, fully equip- 

^ Colqnel Ralph Ashton^ was member of Parliament for Lan- 
cashire^ in the early part of tbe reign of Charles Ist^ although an 
active Parliamentarian Officer, his son Ralph was created a Baro- 
net upon the restoration of Charles 2d> August 17tfa> 1660. He 
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ped^ under thie comsiaiid of Captain Bradsbaw; 
the town'i forces were commanded by Captain 

died in 1660, and lies buried under a black marble slab> be- 
neath the stairs leading to a gallery in the south-east end of the 
south aisle in Middleton churchy the following inscription is en- 
graved on a brass plate inserted in tiie stone. 

mkmoriJb sacrtm^ 

KA^TtVffl ASSHITOA ARMIdlRI, IK>MIKI DK MlDLBtON, PH TH DKTM • 

WTIukM XT 6T08» COPIARTK OMKIYV IN AORO LANCA8TRKNSI 

(STPRXMI SRNATTS AYTHORITATB CONSCRIPT ARTIf) PRJEFKCTI FORTI» 

RT FIDILIS, QTI CTM I CONJTGX STA XLIZABETHA (fILIA JOHANNIS 

RATR ^E IroODSOME IK GOM. XBORACRNS ARMTOBRl) 8U8CXPIS8ET tt- 

I.I0(B TRX«9 RIC9«(BI>TM« RAJPrLPHYBf, JO^AHNRJC, TOTIDIM^ X FILf Aii 

ELIZABBTHAM, MARIAM, ANNAM, OBI>ORMIT,IT IN JB8T 17 FEB: 

ANNt^DOMIKI 1650 JETATISQ \ gT^ 45 CmiRBNTE. 

Above the inscription -are the effigies of the colonel and hi^ 
lady ; he is habited in armour^ with his sword unsheathed ; the 
lady is represented i^ the costume of the tihies^ on a shield over 
his head ar6 dlese airm^. Quarterly 1st and 4th Ashton, argent, 
ainuHet sd>1e, charged ^(k an annul^> cr,M and 3d, quarterly 
1st and 4th Barton^ ermine, on a fess gules^ three annulets, or, ^d 
add 3d....paly of six, argent and azure. Over the lady are ^se« 
Quarterly, Ist and 4th, Kay, argent two bends, sable> 2d and 3d..* 
on a chereron, three rooks. 

Translatioii of the monumental inscription. 

Sacred to the memory of Ralph Ashton, esqr. Lord of Mid- 
.dleton, faithful to God, his country, and his friends; the brave 
and fkithful commander of all the forces in Lancashire, (levied by 
ihe supreme authority of Parliament ) who, after he had issue by 
his wife Elizabeth, (daughtlsr of John Kay, of Woodsome, in the 
county of York, esqr.) three sons, Richard, Ralph, and John, 
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Radcliff,* who upon the beating of a dram, re- ^ 
pairecl to the end of the town, declaring they would 
maintain their liberty and property to the utmost 
hazard of their lives. The bells of the chureh were 
rung, and posts sent to different parts pf the coun- 
try places, to give ^lotice of their imminent danger. 
Upon this alarm Mr. Richard Holland, of Denton* 
Captain John Booth, youngest son of sir George 

and as many daughters, Elizabeth, Marf , and Ann^ slep^ in Jetuss 
17 Feb. in the year of our Lord 1650, and of his age the 45th. 

* Captain Hadcliff li^ed at Radcliff hall, situated in the Pool 
Fold, in Manchester \ it was formerly moated round, and a 
draw-bridge gave admittance to the principal entrance, which 
faced towards Chapel Walks; and was latterly flanked on two 
sides by a large garden. The mansion was constructed of timber 
and plaster, with huge projecting stone chimneys, and gable ends, j 
similar to old Garrett hall, and bore the appearance of the resi- / 
dence of an English gentleman of subordinate rank. Upwards of 
half a century ago it was occupied by Mrs. Patten; and about 40 
years since Mr. James Smith obtained a licfeuce to convert a part 
of it into an inn, known by the denomination of the Sun Tavern, 
for the convenience of the new market then erected ; the remain- 
ing part of it wa^ also at the same time licenced by the name of 
the King's Arms. ' About a dozen years ago ^\l^^2c.}^^^^^-^^^ 
adjoining ground were purchased on a chief rent from^sir QwwW^w*^ 
Mosley, Bart, by Mr. Thomas Robinson, who took down the old | y^ 
building, and on its site erected the present respectable cotton I 
warehouses, in New Market Buildings, immediately facing the 
opening of Pool Fold, leading ihto Market-street. Captain Rad- 
clifT was member of Parliament, for the town of Manchester, 
durmg the time of the Commonwealth. 
E 
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Booth,* of Dunham, Bart, and many other coun* 
try gentlemen, with their tenants and neighbours 
joined them. 

His Majesty's forces, when they marched from 
Warrington, are stated by the rebels to have con- 
sisted of 4000foot,t 200 Dragoons, and 100 Horse- 
men, besides seven pieces of ordnance of from four 
to six pounds calibre. On their march the army 
divided, a part came through Cheshire, and took 

* This sir George Booth of Dunham, was Knighted in the lat- 
ter end of Qaeen Elizabeth's reign, and created a Baronet by 
James the 1st, May 22c], 1611. He was a warm partisan of 
the Presbyterians, and died in October, 1652, at the advanced 
age of 86, leading sir George, his grandson and heir, son of 
William^ who died in the life-time of his father, having married 
Vere, third daughter and coheir of sir Thomas Egerton, Lord 
high Chancellor of England. This noble personage fully wiped 
away the foul stain left by the defection of his grandfather and 
uncle, by his loyalty to his Majesty, King Charles 2d, whom he 
served with great fidelity, having raised horse and foot for his 
service; and bemg a member in the Parliament, which restored 
him to his kingdom : he was one of the Committee of the House, 
appointed to wait upon his Majesty at the Hague; and on the 
20th of April, 1661, he was raised by him to the dignity of Ba« 
ron Delamere, of Dunham Massey. 

t iKUspect this number to be greatly exaggerated, although we 
are called upon by Seacombe to believe a romantic story, that 
Lord Strange mustered 60,000 men on three heaths, yet it ap- 
pears, he only brought up 3000 men to the King at Shrewsbury^ 
early in October, 1642. 
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up a position on the south side of the town of Man- 
chester, at a house of sir Edward Mosley*s, called 
the Lodge.* This portion of the forces was under 

* The Lodge was situated in Aldport Park> which was l^eld 
soon ^fter the first foundation of the Collegiate Church, by the 
Warden thereof, under a rent of 4 marks per annum, from 
Richard West, Lord de la Warre, Lord of Manchester, and con- 
tinued to be enjoyed by his successors in office under the same 
annual rent until the dissolution of the College in the reign of 
Edward the Sixth, when it was granted to the earl of Derby, 
with the rest of the College Land. On the 8th of March, 41st 
Elizabeth, William, earl of Derby, granted this Park under the 
name of Nether Aldport, with the Lodge therein, and certain 
fields called Over Alport, together with other Lands, which lay 
between the pales of the said Park and the Irwell, to sir Randle 
Brereton, of Malpas, Knight, for a term of 2000 years, who im- 
mediately disposed of them to Thomas Rowe, of Hartford, in the 
County of Chester, Yeoman, who also sold his interest therein, 
on the 2l8t day of May following, to Oswald M osley, the elder 
of Manchester, esqr. Edward Mosley, of Grays Inn, esqr, 
(afterwards Attorney-General of the Duchy of Lancaster,) and 
Adam Smy the, of Manchester, Mercer. In the 44th Elizabeth, 
(1602,) the above-named purchasers divided the said Lands 
amongst themselves by a deed of partition, in which it was agreed 
that Edward Mosley, esqr. should have the Capital Messuage 
called Alport Lodge, and the reversion of 40 acres and a half of 
the said Lands, as his share, — that Oswald Mosley, esqr. should 
have 24 acres, one Roodland and a half, and 2 falles of the said 
Lands as his share; and that Mr. Adam Sm}the should have 30 
acres and a half of the said Lands as his share. Thus it appears, 
that Alport Park and Over Alport contained in the wholf 95 acres 
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the immediate command of Lord Strange. The^ 
other part marched along the opposite bank of the 
Mersey and Irwell towards Salford, but on thdif 
route, as they forded a small rivulet swelled to a 
great height by a fall of heavy rain, they had the 
misfortune to break the wheels of one of their 
ordnance carriages, that considerably retarded the 
progress of the forces, which did not approach the 

and upwards, and would cover the whole area between the Rivers 
Irwell and Tib« and between the Rirer Medlock and the present 
Quay-street. The Park was situated upon the right of the road 
to Knot Mill, and included the present Castle and Camp Fields^ 
for Camden mentions the foundation of the Castle as being visible 
in his time within this Park of the eail of Derby. 

The precise situation of the Lodge cannot be ascertained with 
accuracy, but I have good reason to suppose, that it stood near 
the spot now occupied by Samuel Ward's house and Plumber's 
shop, adjoining to Alport-street, (now called Deansgate,) and 
almost opposite to the end of Fleet-street. It may be observed, 
that, cannon planted upon this spot, would have a full command 
of Deansgate, which was then the only entrance into the town, 
from the Cheshire side, and from whence Lord Strange approach- 
ed it with part of his forces. 

This Mansion, together with the Lands allotted to Edward 
Mosley, esqr. by the above-named deed ot partition was^settled 
by him upon his elder brother Rowland Mosley, esqr. and his 
heir, who was the sir Edward Mosley, mentioned in the text, 
then possessing it — and from him these Lands have descended to 
the present worthy Baronet, sir Oswald Mosley. 
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{town of Ballbrd until nin^ o'clock on Sunday mom- 
ing, when sundry companies appeared in open 
vieir. On their arrival two gentlemen were deputed 
from Manchester to wait upon biisr liOrdship to know 
the reason of his appearing in so formidable an 
amiry- His Lordship immediately detained one of 
them as a hoitage, and sent Captain Windebankto 
requirevthoit his army might take instant possession 
of the town in the name of the King, which was 
imanimously denied him.* The next day, M^i- 
day, September 9^th, hi$ Lordship sent another 
messenger to the same purport asl before, adding 
further his solemn promise to treat the town with 
e¥ery due kindness and respect, otherwise fearful 
destruction might ensue ; but his mild and patriotic 
request was denied, and his threat disregarded; 

All attempts at negoeiation haviBg &iled, his' 
Lordship gave orders for the troops, on the right 
bank of the Irwell, to take possession of Salford/ 
which they did without any opposition, (for the 
inhabitants of that place had already declared for 
the King, t) iand the forces were stationed opposite 
Salford Bridge. About twelve o'clock the $m^e 
day, (Monday,) under ^ haav^ fialji of mn^ thp 
a^illery and tro^p^ i^*4oijed iu s^ wmni AW- 

* Vicar's Parliamentary Chronicle, p. 174. 
t Ibid. p. 175. 
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port liodge^ commenced a tremendous discharge of 
artillery on Deansgate,* which was immediately 
seconded by the troops and ordnance from Salford 
over the Old Bridge. The artillery having played 
on a few hours, an order was given that afternoon 
to storm the out-works, which was instantly com- 
plied with, and the battle begun to rage with awful 
fury on both sides for sometime ; but they were unable 
to dislodge the besieged from their strong works, and 
some soldiers were despatched to set fire to two barns' 
and eight or ten dwelling-houses, situated about 
twelve roods from their out- works, near the end of 
Deansgate ; which being effected, the King's forceat 
with loud shouting cried out, " the town is ours — 
the town is ours,'* and again vigorously renewed 
the assault, but were repulsed by the soldiers under< 
tjie command of Captain Bradshaw, and several of 
them were slain in the attempt. The barns and 
houses burnt with great rapidity, and the wind 
blowing towards the town, the flames and smoke 

* The Deansgate did not extend at this period much beyond 
the end of the present back King-street; with the exception of a 
few scattered houses along the high road leading to Alport And 
>/ Market-street lane extended nearly to the present Spring Gar- 
dens. By Salford Bridge is meant the Old Bridge which formed 
the only communication at that time between Manchester and 
Salford. 
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seriously annoyed the besieged; but shortly after it 
changed its direction, and in all probability the 
town was saved from being reduced to ashes. The 
forces, stationed in Salford, at the same time made 
a furious charge over the defile of the Old Bridge, 
but were obliged to retire by the troops under Cap- 
tain John Roseworme, with the loss of a few men : ^ 
but taking possession of a house at the end of the 
Old Bridge, they kept up a continued firing of 
musket shot on the besieged the whole night. In 
the affray of this day, (however improbable it may 
appear,) the Parliamentarians are stated not to 
have lost one man.* 

Other assaults were made on Tuesday at various 
ends of the town ; and in particular, at the end of / 
Market-street lane; but here they were also re- 
pulsed by the troops under the command of Captain 
Radcliff. After this the townsmen and militia sallied 
forth, took divers prisoners ; and, with a barbarous 
and savage ferocity, slew or put to flight many 
others, who were found straggling in the fields. f 
This morning one of the King's soldiers was found 
mortally wounded, who confessed to the rebebthat 
he was one of the seven, who set fire to the bams 

* Vicars p. 175. 
t Ibi4. 
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and houses. However kindly he might hare beea 
treated^ he expired the following day. 

To i^re any further effusion of blood. Lord 
Strange* about fiv^ o'clock on the evening of Tues- 
day, sounded a par}eyi and sent into the town the fol- 
lowing message in writiag, dictated from a heart fil- 
led with compassion for the mistaken and illjudged 
disobedience of his countrymen; as likewise for the 
safety and protection of the fair sex, and their in- 
fant offiipring. 

** In obedience to his Majeslie's commands I 
Jiave drawnesome forces hither, with no intention of 
prejudice toyour towne, or any person in it; but 
to require your ready obedience to his Majes- 
tic, in yeel ding yourselves dutifully and cheerefuUy 
to h^ protection ; which I once more (so great is 
the value I set upon the efiusion of one drop of my 
Countrie's bl<>od,) summon you too, under this as- 
surance, that no man's person or goods shall be 

* Walpole^ in his catalogue of royal and noble authors, psige 
]d2, says of this noblemain. <' Among the sufferers for King 
Charlife (tie Fil^t none cast greater lu^re on the cause, than this 
h^cHe Lord, Who seems lo hare b6en actuated by a trtiie spirit of 
Mjcmoujr aa^.diriiitere^t^cb^sa. Some contracted great merit from 
their behaviour in that quarrel ; the conduct and brave death of 
this Lord were but thecondusion of a life of virtue, accomplish- 
ments, and humanity/' 
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harmed, so as you give up your arms to be disposed 
of by me, according to his Majestie's commands. 
But; if you shall yet continue obstinate in your dis- 
obedience, and resolve to stand it out, I will in that 
way proceed with all honour, by offering you a safe 
convey of your women and children out of the 
Towne, so as it be done immediately." 

Ten o'clock the next morning was the time re- 
quired by the puritanical gentlemen of the Town to 
dehver in their aQswer. His Lordship granted them 
till seven. In the mean time it was mutually agreed 
on both sides, that all acts of hostility should be sus- 
pended; which the rebels inform us was exactly 
performed on their side, by which means their sol- 
diers, who had been wearied with watching and 
fighting for three days and nights, got comfortably 
refreshed. Notwithstanding these protestations on 
their part, it appears, that at the very same time, 
they had about 150 men marching from Bolton to 
their assistance;* the King's troops receiving inti- 
mation thereof sallied forth, attacked and slew two 
of them, and planted a battery of two more pieces 
of ordnance in Salford; but they were dislodged 
the next day by the raking and gaUing fire of the 
musketeers, so advantageously stationed in the Co^ 
legiate Church-yard. • 

* Vicar, p. 176. 



/ 
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Early on Wednesday morning, the gentlemen of 
the town sent in their answer to his Lordship's met;, 
sage, which is couched in terins, similanr to those 
that had previously emanated from the House of 
Commons to the Monarch. — ^Worthy servants of 
worthy masters ! It is as follows. 

** May it please your honour to receive this An- 
swer to your Propositions. Wee aire not conscious 
to bur selves of any act committed by us, that you 
ishould in the least kinde divest us, his Majestie's 
Loyall Subjects, of his royall protection, nor of any 
disobedience to his Majestie's Lawful! Commands; 
for we can no way perswade our selves that his 
Majestic, who hath so often and so solemnly de* 
clared to rule his people by his Lawes, and to pre-^ 
serve the propertie of our estates, should now re- 
quire us to give away our Arms, which are (under 
God) one meanes of our lawful defence against 
malignant enemies, and multitudes of bloody 
Papists, which do abound in our County; and had 
not God, by his infinite, mercie prevented, had, ere 
•this day, made the like Rebellion in our Countery, 
and committed the lik^ barbarous outrages against 
us and all others of the true Protestant Religion, as 
their bloody brethren have done in Ireland, seeing 
they are acted by the same hellish Principles as 
they. And we cannot but much wonder, that your 
honour should come against us in such an open 
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hostile manner to take away oiir Armes, which is so 
absolutely against all Law, and the right of the 
subject, which we are bound and faithfully resolved 
to maintain, according to our late solemn Protesta- 
tion. And w^ jtjan by no meansbe assured by your 
Lordship of the safety of our persons and goods, if 
we deliver up our Armes, seeing, since this Treaty, 
some of our neighbours houses, being Protestants, 
have been plundered, or attempted to be plunder- 
ed, and some of our friends coming in a peaceable 
way to.ourreliefj have been cruelly niurthered^ 
and slain by some of your soldiers.'* . 

Such was the reply received to his Lordship's 
message; when he a few hours afterwards sent sir 
John Mounson again to negociate with them, and 
gave him instructions to inform them, th&t he would 
be content, if they would deliver up 'a part of 
their arms. 

The next part which the gentlemen of the town 
acted, clearly shows, that they were mercenary 
slaves, and completely under the controul of a 
furious and rebellious soldiery, for they referred sir 
John to the military for an answer, who all reso- 
lutely answered, " they would not give him a yard 
of Match, but would maintain then: cause and 
Armes to the utmost drop of their blood."^ With 

:^ Vicar, p. 176. 
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this message sir John Mounson returned to his 
Lordship, who (we may naturally suppose) being 
^enraged therewith, ordered his ordnance again to 
play upon the Town, but all his shots, says my 
author, by God's Providence, did n6 harm, oiily, 
that they killed a lad, who stood gazing on the top 
of a style, and was shot through the side with a can- 
non bullet, but no other harm done thereby. 

On Thursday morning, September 29th, Captain 
Standish, eldest son of Mr. Standish, of Duxbury, 
was slain by a musket shot from the'tojEfir^of the 
Collegiate church, whilst he was looking out of the 
door of one Robert Widdow's house, in Salford,* 
and the soldiers under his command immediately 
fled. 

On this day, September 29th, William, earl of 
Derby,t died at his house on the banks of the river 

*. Lancashires Valley of Achor. 

f William Stanley sixth earl of Derby, was second son of Henry, 
the fourth earl, by Margaret, only child of Henry Clifford, earl of 
Camberland, by Eleanor his Wife, second daughter and co-iieir 
of Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary, daughter of King 
Henry 7th, and widow of Lewis 12th, King of France. This 
nobleman, after an absence of upwards of twenty years on various 
parts of the Continent, l*eturned to his native countty, sometime 
after the untimely death of his elder brother Ferdinando, who is 
supposed to have died by poison, in 1594, when he found all 
the estates of the earldom settled on his brother's three daughters. 
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Dee, near Chester, and was succeeded in the title 
by his eldest son, James Lord Strange, now earl of 
Derby; and either grief for the loss of bis venerablof 
parent, or a letter he received from his Majesty, re- 
questing him to bring up his forces and meet him at 
Shrewsbury, was the cause of the earl's shortly after 
withdrawing his troops from before the town. 

Whereupon a dispute, and an action at law arose between him 
and the heirs general. After six or seven years tedious and dila- 
tory proceedings in the courts of law, it was mutually agreed be* 
tween the parties to refer all their differences to arbitrators, when 
Cecil, Lord Burleigh, and five other noblemen being chosen, 
they decreed to the said William, earl of Derby, the ancient 
seats of Latham and Knowsley, with all the Castles« Houses* 
Lands, and Appurtenances in Lancashire, Cumberland, Yorkshire, 
Cheshire, and Wales : and to the co-heiresses, the Baronies of 
Strange, Knocking, Mohun> Barnwell, Basset, and Lacy, toge- 
ther with all the Castles, Houses, Manors, and Lands, thereunto 
belonging. The earl growing old and infirm, besides being 
wearied with repeated litigations and law suits for th^ recovery of 
his ancient inheritance, and desirous to spend the evening of his 
days in peace and retirement, by a deed, bearing date the 1 1th of 
August, 1637, conveyed over the whole.of hia possessions widi 
the exception of <^1Q00 per annum, tQ his ^Idest ion, James^ 
Lord Strange, and retired to a house on the banks of the river 
Dee, where he died, as above stated, on the 29th September, and 
was buried at Chester; and nearly twenty years afterwards, ac- 
cording to the Ormskirk Registers, he was disinterred and con- 
veyed from Chester, and buried in the Derby Vault, at Ormskirk^ 
30th June, 1662. . , 



/ 
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The aexf; ^aj (Eridey,) little was done ; but thp 
earl continued to play upon the town wi$h hi^ 
orjinance and musket shots from Salfprd and the 
Lodges and he caused a deep trench to be cast up 
before the south end of Peansgate, as if he intended 
t^ make a Ipng siege. His cannon shots made seve- 
ral holes in divers houses and beat down part of a 
chimney, but little damage else was done. At night, 
however, his cannons were removed, and on Satur« 
day he seat to request an exchange of Prisoners, and 
that plundering might cease on both sides* Prison- 
ers were exchanged accordingly, and about noon on 
thatday the earl retired from the siege: and thus 
terminated this remarkable affsdr at Manchester, 

The Earl was said to have lost about 200 men, 
and some ofQcera^ whereof three were buried at 
Did&ibury. But the number of men slain on the 
part of the town is stated not to have exceeded four. 

The town*s soldiers were daily praying and sing- 
ing psalms at the ends of the streets, and were stated 
to have been honest and devout men> and came to 
asiust the town out of conscience of their oa1;h and 
protestation! and the inhabitants were extremely 
kind in rendering them every assistance, and all 
things were common among them (omnia inter ami- 
cos communia !) The gentlemen in the town were 
casting bullet? for the miUtary night and day 5 the 
Deputy Lieutenants, Captain ChantweU, ^d seve- 
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ral others, took great pains to see, that the solcKers 
did their duty, and to encourage and advise %hem 
in their different stations. 

A town's soldier was accidentally slain by his 
(Comrade's muslcet going off unawares. One bullet 
cut atnan^s Kp;' another took a^ay the 'bat»dileers 
from a soldier's iside, and a cannon ball t<!rached 
Captain Bradshia^'s arm, ycft none of them receiv- 
ed any serious tiarm. 

On the 3d of October, divers letters reacfheil iSie 
Parliament from dheshire and liaiidashi^e^ relatmg 
to the siege of Manchester, by Lord Stf ange, andl 
they ordered them and the state of thebtfsinisss of 
the County to be referred to the coimnittee of ifae 
safety of the Kingdom; and so anxious were tkey 
topfeserve not only so important a station, as the 
town, t)ut the whole County, that they ordered 
Captain Ven to irecommend the business to the 
Conjimittee at London, and desire 'them to expedite 
and send down their levies of Dragoons with all 
possible despatdh into Lancashire. All prison- 
ers taiken at Manchester, or lihereabouts, were 
to be delivered into the care of the Deputy 
Lieutenants, and by them either to be com- 
mitted to prison, or else sent up to the -Parlia- 
toent,* as they in their discretion should think most 

* Journals of the House of Commons, p. 79^2. 
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convenient. On the tenth of the same month the 
House of Commons received several other letters 
dated on the 7th and 8th from Manchester, relating 
to the state of the town, that the earl of Derby had 
left the MCge on Saturday night last, and retired to 
his house at Latham. And on the 11th, a whole 
relation of the actions of the earl and his forces be-- 
fore Manchester ; and of the courage of the inhabit* 
ants of the town for their defence, was read and or- 
dered to be printed.* 

A public thanksgiving to God for his gracious 
deliverance of Manchester was ordered by the 
Commons to be observed in all churches and cha- 
pels throughout Lancashire. Their order and de- 
claration was to be published in all market towni^ 
in the County. The Knights and Burgesses serv-^ 
ing for the same were strictly commanded to send 
down a considerable number of these declar£ttions> 
and also required to render a strict account, that 
the publication and perfonnance thereof were rillg- 
ifelly observed. They also ordered, that the Feof- 
fees of the Free Grammar School, of Manchester^ 
should not renew the lease of the town's mills to 
Mr. Prestwich, or any other for his use, which had 
expired at the feast of St. Michael the Archangel 
then pasty because he was one of the persons who 

* Journals of the House of Commons p. 803. 
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fesferted at tk^ siege df the town crti the {latt of th^ 
t^ jalibti. The said Feoffees Wet* requif rid^ accoM- 
hig to the truit ki them ire^i^d^ to eonvett tti^ pro* 
it^ of the i^ mllU to the b^nt knpto^^A v&liie fof 
the use of the school> and neecsSafy f epairafions of 
thg liull^> and, in d^faiik th«fteof, the |yrdfiis of 
the m\lh wefe sequestered into the hahdis Of Richard 
HolUnd and Peter EgertcW^ esquires, by theto t* 
beettiployedlbrthe iise of the schod** 

^'fee towfi notr bdgsin tb fkel the fatdl effects of 
W^> clhd ali its doheomhant train of desk^atiofi and 
de^Vatio!i5 trade had alfeddjr begun to decay; 
th6 poor and destitute had increased to an eiiormoufe 
extent in the town^ and seteral ofh^ places Within 
the ccmdty, occ?asiotie?d by the unhappy distractions 
of the ilttles.f The Garrisoto in MatichesteT Was 
Still ntamtaitted at a heatvy chiirge by thef tot^n, 
whidK ftrattiplied and a^i'&tated their distress^. 
They had not yet teceived any aid or relief &tfik 
the |mbli6 treasure in GiliMhall, London t the pay 
€>f the Oarrtson In all probability falling short, and 
mutiny and dissatisfaction following, the GonnUons 
6n the 29»th of October, ordered the Engineers and 
officers of tfie seteral cdnipaiiies, lyiiifg in Garrisoh 
at Manchester, to have their pay, according to 

* Jourtadi of flfc Hdtis6 of (Jotfirilbiis, p. 803« 

t ibid, 821- 
G 
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their places of command^ paid them out of the De- 
linquents' estates, and for security thereof, in .the 
mean time, they were to Jiave the public faith ;^ 
and the same was confirmed by the Lords, on the 
1st of November.f 

About this time sir Alexander Ratcliff, of Or^sall, 
/ knight, an active royalis[t at the siege of Manc^ies- 
ter, was taken prisoner in Essex, and by the Com- 
mons on the 2d of November, was committed to the 
custody of the Serjeant at Arms: the consideration 
and examination of all the matters concerning him 
were referred to the committee for the defence of 
the kingdom ^ and on the 9th of November* upon 
the report of that committee, it was resolved, that 
he was guilty of putting the commission of array in 
execution, and also of abetting, aiding, and assist- 
ing the Earl of Derby, in the action of the siege of 
Manchester, and he was forthwith committed to the 
tower, there to remain during the pleasure of the 
House. The three horses that were seized with him 
were sent to the commissaries in London to be em- 
ployed in the service of the Commonwealth,^ 

Early in November the Parliamentarians began 
to strengthen the fortifications and augment th^ gar- 

* Journals ot the House of Commons, p. 827. 

f Journals of the House of Lords, p. 426. 
X Journal of the House of Commons, p. 814* 
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Hson oT the town, and for greater strength and se- 
curity Ralph Ashton, Esq. had granted to him, on 
the 3d of November, Mr. Speaker s Warrant j (as 
was usual in those times) to convey, without inter- 
ruption, four small brass pieces of cannoii to the 
town of Manchester ; aiid also one small brass piece 
for the safety of his own house at Middleton.* 

A committee of propositions was established in 
the town, and had authority from the Parliament to 
receive the contribution money, or any other pro- 
vision from the inhabitants of Chester, or the adja- 
cent counties, and to dispose of them, or any other 
monies or provision, raised upon this occasion, for 
the public good.f In consequence of this trust re- 
posed in them, on the 3d of December they sent 
proposals to the House for raising dragooners, (dra- 
goons) which they referred to their committee for 
despatch.J 

On the 12th of January, 1643, Sir Thomas Fair- 
fax came to Manchester, where he resided until the 
21st, when he marched to relieve the townof Nant- 
wich with 2500 foot, and twenty-eight troops of 
horse.^ 

Sir John Seaton, a Scottish knight, well skilled in 

^ Journals of the House of Commons, p. 833. 
i Ibid, p. 851. } Ibid, p. 874. 
§ Rush. Coil. vol. 2. p. 302. 
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the ai^l of war, and M?yor-Oeneral of the Paarlia^ 
mentis foFoe* ia Lajicashir^, attended by SerjeaBt'^ 
Major Spanrow, Colonel Holland, Captain Boioth, 
Serjeant-Major Birch, wiUi three companies of foot, 
marched from Manchester on Monday, February 
lOlh, to besiege Preston. Th^se are the piineipak 
events, Xh^ immediately succeeded the siege of tiM 
towi%. 

Hitherto I have eon^ned myself to Xho etuef 
tranffactions tluit took plaoe in and around Man^. 
Chester, and ba^e recorded (as far as I can collect, 
and I hope fctithftilly} all the grea* events, that oc-t 
ourred during that in^portant period. \ must now 
beg the indulgence of the reader, whil^ I relate a 
lew particulars which oocuped about that tkne, rela- 
tive to a class of his Hlajesty*s subjects, wbo^ although 
a proscribed, caliHnniated, and pei?se€uted p^ple, 
a people too solemnly denounced, as the fomeat^rs, 
instigators, and ^^ sowers of discord between the 
king and his feuthful commons,^' remained firm to 
the monarch under aU his difficulties. 

Very early in those unhappy dissentionsthe Ca- 
tholics of Lancashire, and also those of the whole 
kingdom, began openly to manifest their anxiety 
for the well being of the state, and the safety of the 
nation, which^ excited §erious^ ^Jarn^ atpd fear in the 
mind of the Pa^rAiAUffiuX i fojf tjjie rigorqus executions 
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t>f the penal kws against them ifl^re their eonstant 
Ih^ne, as will shortly appear. After the King had 
left the metaPopoUft, and retired to York, the Par- 
Ham^[il2 on the 3d of June, 1649, sent to him a 
petition containing nineteen propositions, by ac- 
«5eding to which, an accommodation might be ef- 
fected between his Maj esty and the Parliament, l^e 
sixth and seventh articles of these disgraceftil pro- 
lioi^ions were to this effect. 

0Ai. « Thai the laws in force against Jesuits, 
Priests, and Popish Recusants, be strictly put in 
execution, without any toleration or dispensation to 
the Qontrary," 

7thi '' That the YOtes of Popkh Lords in tbo 
Homii of Peevt m^y be tafcon away so k>ff^ as th^y 
continue Papists.*^ 

His Maj esty *s answer to these two propositions 
wa^i that, " for the Sixth demand qoncerning the. 
law^ \xk forqe agftinst Jeswuts* Pyie«ta, ^nd Popidi 
Ri^^ft*«kti» w^ ha?e by many of our mens^gea to • 
yo«b by our Yohmtwy promise to you so solemnly 
made, never to pardon any Popish Priest, by our 
strict proclamatiQn lately published on thisi point, 
and by the. public exampl^s^ which we, have made 
in tbaVcitse^ $wce ow rcisidemio at York and Lobt 
doiEi, sufficiently expvessod our zeal hetein. For the 

* Rudi. Coll. vol 1, p. 723. 
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Seventh demand^ concerning the votes of the Popish 
Lords^ we understand^ that they in descretion have 
ivithdrawn themselves from the service of the House 
of Peers (and had done so, when use was publicly 
made of their names to asperse the votes ot that 
House, which was then counted malignant, as those, 
who are called our unknown and unsworn counsel- 
lors, are now/'*) 

Notwithstanding the execution of the sanguin^y 
lawsf against them by the benevolent Charles, they 

* Rush. Coll. vol. 1, p. 733. 
t Persons professing the Popish religion for not frequenting 
their parish churchy were disabled from taking their lands, either 
by descent or purchase^ after 18 years of age, until they renoun- 
ced their errors (religion.) They were required at the age of 21 
to register their estates, and all future conveyances and wills, re- 
lating to them : they were incapable of presenting to any advow- 
son, nor keep or teach any school, under pain of perpetual im- 
prisonment : and if they willingly said, or heard mass, they for- 
feited for the first 200, and for the second 100 marks, and suftr 
a year's imprisonment for each offence. If any person sent ano- 
ther abroad to be educated in the Popish religion^ or to reside 
in any religious house abroad for that purpose, or contributed to 
their m^dntenance, both the sender, the sent, and the contributor 
were disabled to sue in law or equity, their goods and chattels 
were forfeited, and all their real estates for life. Any person re- 
conciled to the Catholic religion, or procured others to be reconcile 
ed, the offence amounted^to High Treason. Popish Recusants 
were considered as persons excommunicated; they could hold 
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HO sooiier perceived the Monarchy ia danger, and 
^eir country fast hastening to anarchy and confu-» 
«ion> than we may behold them one and all, not 
only in the commencement of thtese disturbances, 
draining theur estates by voluntary contributions, in 
<>rderlo enable him to suppress those insurrections; 
but afterwards, when civil war had actually broken 
out, being disabled by the laws from bearing arms, 
humbly soliciting to serve under his banners; and 
the Catholics of Lancashire sent to his Majesty, who 
was then at Shrewsbury, the following memorable 
petition to suffer them to be armed in his defence. 

no office or employment^ keep no arms in their houses, but the 
same might be seized by the justices of the peace, nor come within 
ten miles of London, nor travel fire miles from home, tinlesB by 
Ucence, nor come to court, on pain of <i'100. And by statute of 
30 Charles 2d, they were suspended from having any seat in Par- 
liament, or any horse in their possession above the value of «f 5. 
But Popish Priests were in a still more dangerous condition, for by 
statute of 1 1 and 12 W. dd. Popish Priests, or Bishops celebrating 
Mass, or exercising any part of their functions in England; exoept 
in thehoutesof Ambassadors, wereliable to perpetualimpris6ninent. 
And by statute 27 Elizabeth, c. 2, Popish Priests found in England 
three day. swithout conforming and taking the oaths, were guilty^f 
High Treason : and all persons harbouring them were guilty of 
felony without the benefit of Clergy. By statutes of 18 and 31: Geo. 
3d, many of these severe cruel restrictions and penalties, were re- 
moved from the Roman Cs^ho]ks^.r^(Giffmf$EngUsh Lqtcyer, 
p. 137. 
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8ach tn act of lojtity m pl body of fufo|«ci»d^gmd-f 
ed for do other foully but a coftictofttionf adbcreiid* 
to tb^ir ftiih> trM MVdr fi«pad$ecl^ Aftd pdi^p» 
will never ugaki b< e^ftU«4^ 

TO vee KmG*tiJi(y9fis!^(sttM«tv^ wt Mmm 

wtkMfi mames AttEt ifflR«;t/N£ieR wtem«]^ tit i«f«; 

That whereas we, and the rest of the said Coun^ 
t/# your M^sty'smost loyal subjects, are disarmed^ 
»ld Hot M&aMdly pvofiAdd for A6 4efraOe «# 
yow Rdyri Petsoit, tfxA Mir f^fefWllkf*,^ dtlir ttwst 
httthble stip|)fieatfoii fd your Mkjesjty is, that we 
may te received into your gracious protection from^ 
violence, have our arms taken from us redelivered 
m Ikifi tk&e of Mtei^ wMr,) aod by ysur Majesty'i^ 
sfitfdfti dii«dfkmi» be MMbkd toiber to^flmfeih dtuf^ 

^ tl!s MiO*6srsr had in fte early {>ftft ^ A« yditf 1^ aiirfeiiiAly 
d^I^^d by his pfddamatiolt, *• tlUtt no pftplst r^dti^auit Shotilct 
<«rveiiihi^anhy.*'*«2lfi(^^ii^CArMf. ttrnidi 1641 tl^d Charles 
be«if bdtier ad^sed, smd strfftred th^m to ent^r hk afthy soonter^ 
he might probahty hate preretited msayct theetil consequences 
thai ensued. 
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of your Royal Person, (if \re be theyeiinto required) 

our countries and families; who now are not only 

in danger of the com^poon dis^url^anc^^ but alsQme^ 

^aced by unruly people ]bo b^ robbed Apd wh^n 

by the Alnughty's assistance your Majesty^ king- 

doi^ s^ll be se^tliedi, ip case we again be ^iswwd* 

that a ft^ll i?ajii^ in money in, lieu thereof maybe 

restored. 

And we shall pray, &c. 

William Gerraiu>, Charles Townley, 
CfiaL Trafford,(*) Christ, Anderton, 
Thos. Clifton, John Clansfbeld. 

* AJbont ten yeara previous to this, (viz. 1632) sir Cecyl Was i 
most Tile pwtan, and, bebg a justice of &e peace, he was a great^ 
pers^utor o£ t^^ Catholics, iQFyiiig (besides othes oeyenti^ft 
used by him against them) 12d. per head €or non-attendaoce at 
church each Lord's day. Francis Dowoes, of Wardley, esq. 
(afterwards allied to him by the marriage of John, his brother, to 
Penelope, daughter of sir Cecyl) baring revolted from the reform-' 
ed religion,, sir^CeCyl intended by arguments to have restored hkn^ 
to the church. In their dlspu^ei Downes brought such conviQCiug 
proofs of the truth of his faith, that sir Ceeyl forthwith abjured his 
religion and became a convert to the Catholic faithr {HolUngsr 
worth's Mancuniensis, M. S. Chetham's Idhrary.^ Sir Cecyl's 
fourth son became seated at Croston in right of his wife, Ann, 
daughter and co-heir of Richard Aditon, of Croston, esq. from ' 
whom the present Thomas J. Trafibrdi, of Traffixrid, fiiq* islineally 
descended. 

H 
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To this humble request his Majesty returned the 
following most gracious answer : 

TO OUR lilUSTY AND WELL-BELOVED SIR WILLUM GER- 
HARD, BARONET; SIR CEaL TRAFFORD, KNT. THOMAS 
CLIFTON, CHARLES TOWNLEY, CHRISTOPHER ANDER- 
TON, AND JOHN CLANSFIELD, AND OTHERS OF OUR 
SUBJECTS, ESQUIRES, IN THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER. 

Charles Rexy 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
Whereas, by reason of the laws and statutes of our 
realm, by which all Recusants convicted are to be 
without arms, your arms have been taken from you ; 
$0 that npw in this time of imminent danger, where- 
in there are armies raised against our commands, 
and contrary to oiir proclamations, and are march- 
ing against us, and divers of our good subjects, for 
obeying our lawful commands, and opposing the 
rebellious proceeding of others ill-affected, are by 
a strong hand seized upon and imprisoned, their 
houses plundered, and their goods taken away; and 
the like is threatened to ourselves, who, as all other 
our subjects, ought to have our protection against 
all unlawful violence and force : and the laws made 
for disarming Recusants were made only for a pro- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



MANCHESTER. 51 

yision to prevent danger in time of peace, and were 
not intended to bar you from a necessary use of 
arms in time of actual war, for your own safety, 
or for the defence of our Person, against all re- 
bels and enemies, which by your duty and alle- 
giance you are bound unto.; which is not, nor 
even was meant to be discharged, or taken away 
by any act. And whereas, the arms which were 
taken from you, ought by law to have been kept 
and preserved, to have been made use of by you in 
such time of open war, or by such others as you 
^ould provide; yet under the specious pretence of 
disarming Recusants and persons ill-affected, your 
arms have been disposed, and dispersed into the 
hands of several pe^::sons ill-affected, and for the 
most part fomenters and exciters of these com- 
motions, now raised in this Kingdom.* Our will 
and command therefore is, and we charge and re- 
quire you upon your allegiance, and as you ten- 
der the safety of our person, and the peace and 
welfare of our Kingdom, that you with all possible 
speed provide sufficient arms for yourselves, your 
servants, and your tenants, which we authorize 
and require, during the time of open war raised 

* His Majesty here gives a complete denial to the false and 
scandalous assertions, that die Catholics were ,the instigators of 
the rebellion. 
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against us ; to keep and use fdr ihfe diSfeiicfe of «% 
and of yourselves, iatiid of your eouhtry, against all 
forces and arms raised, or to bfe Iraised ^gaitisl tis. 
Or against our consent^ or cohti^y to otit profela- 
mations, by colour 6{ imy ordei*, or ordinance, o* 
authority whatsoever: And wte shall (a««ording as 
we are bound to all subjects) use out Utmost powtns 
for the protection of yoft and yout^ agstinetallin* 
juries and violence. And whensoever these anhs» 
which you shall provide (after it iJhall please God 
to put an end to these dangel*s and (ihtractidns) 
shall be taken away from youi* custody^ by l^asoh 
of our laws now in force, W6 do hereby assure you, 
we will allow you for the same, So itmcfa as you 
shall have dispensed in provision thei^of. 

Given unde^ our signet at our Court at Ch^stw, 
September 27th, in the Eighteenth year of our 
Reign,t (1644.) 

No soonet* was this permission gramed, thiwl the 
Catholics of Lancashire riot only armed themselv^ 
for their own defence; but also raised a coni^der- 
able body bftrbops'to lussii^ the royal cause. This 
enthul^iasm was tiot confiiied to L^taeasbire ialoti^i 
but the whole nobility of that communion in the 

t Rushworth's ColL toI. p; 2. 
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kitigdohi, as thfe Wlnch^stt^, the WotcesteJrs, the 
f>(mbf^> the Okf n&lrVons, the Poweises, the Arnh- 
«ili5,the Paucotibergi, flie Mttliheuies, the Cotting- 
tons, thfe "Sfdritea^eiJ, thfe Langdales, &c. With the 
Gfii:thoUc genti*jr dnd yeotoanry, Were seeti flocfkitig 
ai'iMnd the fbyal ^iiSilrd, iffipati^t to wash awdy 
with their blood the stain of disloyalty, which thfey 
hkA b%eh unj^iy edhitorJained to siiffer daring ^e 
gfCttter part bf ft centuty. Sufeh Catiiolits as were 
p^sselsied of 6bdeies atid ^oAg holds, tdrned theiM 
ivkb wysll fortitiSeSi dfad the i^st of them raised 
what fttoitey theit^tdtfes icbUld aJffoM in Sufipbrt of 
the kthg arid cohiftittltioh * Wfe rfiajrjiiage ohliehr 
exertions iti this caiiste, by their suflferingfe ih It. 
Among the nmriber of Catholics, who held eommi$*< 
sidns under his Majeirty, and served in the royal 
tony, and wer(fi slain at ditrers places, theit^ rany 
knd names h&Ve been haiid^ doiwil to ns, and wd 
eatn ieinumerate, one eafl,t one vise6unt,:j; twfek* 
knights, fiftfefeti colonels, seVetitfeen lifeirtenant 
colonels, thirteen Serjeant tnajots, isfiity-s6ven icftip- 
ttekiSi feighteen ihferior officers, iand forty-five gen- 
itemeti Vbluiiteeirs, l]^esidfes a numerous ratik and 

♦ Milner*8 Letters, p. 294. 

t €«^Bir^Mii iMm Hi tfie fiftt'bsttte of ll«w()dfy. 

X Dunbar, slain at Scarbio'i «l two of his sons wounded. 
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file,* making a total of 189, that have been collect^ 
edf but it is computed, that upwards of 600 
Catholic noblemen and gentlemen lost their lives in 
the royal cause. In Manchester, and its vicinity, 
three shed their blood, viz. Col. Cuthbert Clifton, 
Captain Anthony Hammerton, and Lewis Bk>unt» 
Esq. 

Finally^ their pecuniary su&rings bore a iMiU 
greater proportion to those of other loyalists. Above 
one half of the lands, confiscs^ted by the rebels, 
was Catholic property. And amongst the remiork- 
able instructions given to the sequestrators, consist- 
ing of thirteen articles, that of number six ought 
to be carefully remembered viz. «* You are to icixe 
two parts of the estates, both real and personal, of 
all papists, (as they are called) and the whole esUftes 
of all other sorts of delinquents mentioned in th&said 
ordinance, whether th^ be papists or others; and 
you are to understand by two parts cf papist's 
estates, two of their whole lands, and tm of their 
goods into three to be divided.'^ 

Armed with these powers, the sequestraltors set 
out towards their respective divisions, and fell to 
seize, sell, or let, the estates of papists, wherever 

* Challoner's Memoirs, toI. 3. p. 176; where all their names may 

be seen. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



they could come at them. In the south and mid- 
land counties they made quick dispatch ; bringing 
under sequestration, either as delinquents or con- 
vict Recusants, the whole body of the Catholics^ 
without exception. But as the progress of the Par- 
liament's victories was not so quick in the north and 
west, so neither could their committees execute 
their powers with the same unlimited and unc6n« 
trolled tyranny, as they did in those counties, which 
had been more early reduced.* 

Of the sufferings of the Catholics in general, and 
of the miserable state, to which they were reduced 
by these sequestrators, a short but faithful account 
may be seen, given by an eye-witness, viz. Mr. 
Austin, under the name of William Birchley, in , 
his Christian Moderator, part 1. page 9, &c. 

However the Catholics were not the only suffer- 
ers under these sequestrators ; for I have collected 
the names of twelve gentlemen, who were seques-. 
tered, and compounded for their estates in Man- 
chester and the neighbourhood, to the amount. of 
£6045 9s. 6d. viz. 

By rom John, of Salford * . 

Byrom Edward, of Salford . 

Bowker Adam, of Salford. . 

Bowker Peter, of Manchester. 

> Knaretborottgh's M. S. CoU. from Cballoner's Mem. 
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Mosley Nichqlas, (dAneom V70 

son, of Coflyhurstl* .... 800 H 
f 'TM IhQ r^^F nptfty fticm spifQ i^ea <)f ike Y^Bgfaqpe ¥ii% 
i|[^ch the P^rliamppt pursued their viptims, it. will be -^iifficieat 
fo|[ him to read the follow in|^ or^er^ transcribed from the JTour- 
lials of the House of Commons^ (P^g^ 7^) agsunst these two 
Gentlemen. 

Bie Veneris dMtfay» 1643. 
Whereas, Francis Mosley, ol* MiUictjieste^, ki the- county <^ 
li^Aoast^jr g^nt)ei9^iv m^ Nicholas ]^l^y> ^ san« ^r^ npw in 
actual IebelUQ^ against the King and Parliapaeut; the Lords and, 
Commons dp thereby ojder ^d declare, tl^at ^r. Thomas Stqnea^ 
Mr. Thomas Browne, Mr. William Barton, Mr. Thomas Mark- 
land, and Barnes Wainwright, or any three of them (formerly 
appoipLted by Wamant from the Commifteeof Safety of the King- 
dom, to w^re^uch n^pie^ as>x th0 Wirrwil are assignefil for. 
thp 1^^ q(^ conn^ gf Lancjaster^ shall have ft^l pow^r and 
%iitl^ority, b^ searchii^gan^ exMninin^ the bopl^s of such persoja?^. 
as are known to have, dealt for them, the said Francis and Nicho- 
las Mosley, or by any other good ways and means, to find out, 
stize, and take hito their possession, all the monies, goods, debts, 
biik, bond!, or toy otfaec ^ecialities^fo]: money, they can find in 
or about the city of London, belonging to them, ttie ssdd Francia. 
and^icly^fisll^osley: And all their creditors, factors, or ol^er 
persons, ^ho^ave m their hands any ^art of the est^t^s of the 
said Francis and Nicholas Mosley, are hereby copma^ded i^nd 
required to deliver them into the hands of them, the said Thomas 
Stonfes, Thomas Browne, Wffliam Barton, Thomas Markland, 
and Jagief MfwftWgtfe <» Wy *ieo of th^ j wha aec. to receive 
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Fo^er iiltxaQ^er, Qjf Mancheitey 4 6 ^ 
Prestwrcli Sk Thomas, and Thos. 
\tw sw, <»f H/UI016 . • . • . Q80 O Q 
SlalitefFoidkiaQdo^ofBroughtOR I6i> O 6 
Bfjf^ntou John^ of Manchester • 4^4 
ThM tMal aniDuiit of seqaestratkms through the 
i«4iote kingdom was j£l3b52Sl& 4s. Od. And iii 
Laifteashife alone 145 gentlemen comp6unded fodr 
their pvopevty to the amount of £38109. Il6. 4d« 
no small sum in those days ! To such unnierciftil 
severities did these unfeeling sequestrators pursue 
and hunt down their prey in those evil days, that 
regardless of chiurity or^ven eommon humanity, 

them^ according to their full value, in part of satisfaction of the 
s^d Warrant ; and to dispose thereof for the senrice of the said 
county of Lancaster, according to the same Warrant. And all 
persons are hereby fully discharged of all such monies, goods, 
bills, bonds, or other specialities, belonging to the said Francis 
and Nicholas Mosley, which they shall so deliver tp the parties, 
for the use abovesaid. Who are hereby required to make dupli- 
cates of rolls of all such goods, money, and other things which 
they shall take or receive, by virtue of this ordinance ; that so, if 
there happen to be any overplus, above what is due upon the 
same Warrant, it may be disposed of, as they shall appoint. 
And whatsoever any person shall do in pursuance of the ordi- 
nance, they shall be saved harmless, by the authority of both 

Houses of Parliament. 
H 
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98 SIEGE OF MANCHESTER. 

they tripartited even the day-labourer*? goods, and 
very household stuff, and have taken away two 
cows, where three was the whole stock."t 

To this deplorable condition were the royalists 
of England reduced by these extreme arid fatal 
penalties, merely for their loyalty in the quarrel of 
King Charles the 1st, which afflictions thiey bore 
mth becoming resignation, patiently awaiting the 
time, when the clouds of injustice should be dissi- 
pated, and the nation again return to a milder dis- 
cipline. 



t Austin's Chris. Mod. 
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INTRODUCTION 



TO 



IE(D8^(DIEm'8 (B(DmiP]LMIf!r« 



It may not be deemed improper to offer a few 
remarks on introducing the complaint of Rosworm 
once more to the public eye. The rumour of ap- 
proaching dissensions in England attracted many 
veteran soldiers from unproductive, and perilous 
campaigns in Germany, the Low Countries, and 
Ireland. Amongst these vendible professors of the 
military art came the said John Rosworm, "a known 
soldier," as he modestly insinuates, " in forrain 
parts," and according to a letter from Manchester 
printed in the Jehovah Jireh " an able German 
Engineer, to whose skill, industry, faithfulness, and 
valor, under God they owed much of their preser- 
vation." This man had all the virtues and vices of 
the class to which he belonged. Attached to the 
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Presbyterians probably because they first engaged 
his services, Massey himself could not more sternly 
have refused all offers to prove unfaithful than our 
.Engineer, even v^hen oppressed by the greatest ne- 
cessity. The wl^Q^oal ida^ of fidelity entertained 
by these tramontane Condottieri are already fami- 
liar to the reader in the opinions of Captain Dugald 
Dalgetty. Rosworm, in common with that redoubt- 
ed companion of Gustavus possessed no mean idea 
of the importance of his own actions. The County 
of Lancaster won from Lord Strange,tbwns and 
castles taken, the unconscious Parliament saved, 
^d all by a Lieutenant Colonel in Holland's re- 
giment! 

Te copias, te conmlium, ct tuos 
Piaebente.Divos.''^ . 

Such boasting was the prevalent humour. of the 
profession. The cause of Rosworm's disappoint* 
ment may easily be imagined. His unfortunate lot 
was c^st in the midst of zea,lous sectaries^ and hav- 
ing neither taken the covenant, nor interfered in 
spiritual conrcerns^ he became the olyect of their 
suspicion and dislike, whence his being employedi 

'* He uitteb tkem fdrtxB, gave th^m tiiffodrice^atid intensMted 
'for them with heaven! 
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6r laid aside, was regulated, rather by the move- 
ilri6nts of the neighbouring Rojralists, than by the 
grathude of those he had so essentially served. 

It is hot however with any intention of perpetn- 
ating the complaints of an adventurer that I again 
present this narrative to the public. Rosworm by 
unwittingly setting down much valuable historical 
information has rescued his vituperations from that 
oblivion int6 which two centuries might have 
gathered the efforts of a more eloquent pen and a 
mightier sword. 

May his case, and the ingratitude of his pretend^ 
cd benefactors, be a warning voice to my deluded 
couotrymeii under similar circumstances ; may his 
fate act as a mirror, wherein they may aee, that, 
when evil and designing men have rashly and in- 
temperately hurried their country into treason and 
rebellion against their King and constitution, and 
when once they have accomplished and fulfilled 
their wicked designs, they desert their unwary 
followers, and abandon them to misery and distress. 

It is here given us to trace the misapplication of 
energies which in peaceable times, and under other 
auspices elevated the sequestered vill of Manchester 
to its present importance. Pass a few years onward 
and it is pleasing to behold, that the space occu- 
pied by the needy mercenary, and his ungrateful 
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employers is filled by a thriving, and industrious, 
community. Presbyterianism left a portion of its 
spirit, not to evaporate in fanaticbm, and austerity, 
but to enforce the observance of the proprieties and 
duties of life, whilst the excessive parsimony that 
withheld from the soldier his hire, was moderated 
into a prudent and useful frugality. These are the 
enduring benefits we have received from our ances- 
tors, Cujus possessio nee furto eripi, nee incendio 
absumi, nee aquarum voragine absorberi, vel vi 
morbi, vel ull4 extera vioLentia destrui potest.* 



* The possession of which can neither be taken away by stealth, 
ntor consumed by fire> nor be engulfed by the whirpool of waters^ 
nor destroyed by^isease^ or by any othpr outward violence. 
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. (Q(D(DQ> SlSETItiCXS 
HITHERTO ILL REWARDED; 

OB, 

An Historical Relation 

OF 

EIGHT YEARS' SERVICES 

FOR 

KING AND P ARMAMENT, 

DONE IN AND ABOUT MANCHESTER, AND THOSE PARTS. 

By Lieut.'Col. John Rosworm. 
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64 ROSWORM*»^. COMPLAINT, 

To the Honourable House of Commons^ assembled 
in Parliament. 

Honourable Gentlemen: 

This poor piece would gladly begge an houre 
from you, at your best leisure. In it you will see 
the multiplyed wcongs,. aikd sad Extremities of a 
faitbfull strangier. The houour of doing m$ justice 
is reserved for you. When you read this, think 
such a one your Petitioner, as abhors ail faithlesse 
andiodfrtQtkou^ses, %nd thovelipte tmiat imairoid- 
ably perish without your sudden succour. 

It is in you to prevent, what I cannot but fear; 
which done aoeordin^y, th« fapfli eftall not bear a 
more thankful! Remembjrwcer, than 

Your most humble Servant, 

JOHN ROSWORM. 

To the Right Honourable Thomas Lord Fairfax, 
General of all the Forces in England and Ireland, 
John Bradshaw, Lord President of England, 
Oliver Cromwell, Lieutenant-Generall of the 
Armies. 

Right Honoxtrable, 
I would it were not my unhappines to see the 
Aty, wherein 1 should trouble you with such a sad 
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tikofyy M here I am beold huinbly to present you. 
In it you will see the faithfulnesse of a servant, the 
Rewards of his service, the Extremities he is m^ 
add his encouraged Hopes of finding relief from 
yon. 

Mis Petitions, I hope, will shortly find your eyes or 
etttf» or both ; Ob Uet them not want your hearts, of 
which I cannot doiibt, if your leisture will w&t 
you to peruse this naked Relation. I trouble yon 
BO nvore, but with this only addition, that I shall 
be eveia mostthankfuU Historian of the reparation 
you shall afford toe. And be 

. Your most faithfiill and 

Humble Servant, 

JOHN ROSWORM. 

an msttoeicall relation op lieutenant-colonell 
rosworm's services and rewards, since THA 
first beginning of 'raesb warres. 

Then certainly, if ever, may a man speak of his 
well done Services, when either a just Relation of 
them may be the riemedy of his present miseries, or 
a feeble ease of his over-burdened heart : both 
these at this time have an influence upon me : glad 
would I be, if the former end might prove sucesse- 
fttlL And truly why should I not hope.it? But if 
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Equity and Rdason hath left England, if I and 
mine must rot, starve, perish, famish, that have 
been a means to preserve others from such dread- 
fall endsi when they, whom I served, both can, 
and should, and may, therein succour me. If it 
must be so, I shall yet have a little ease in letting 
the world know both what I have done, and how 
I have been dealt with; in either of which, if I 
blot one line with a falshood, I make no question^ 
but some of my back-friends will labour to let as 
iriany see their teeth, as 1 desire may see the 
truth. Which as briefly and orderly as I can, I 
shall now begin. . 

Having at the beginning of the Irish insurrection 
upon just discontents forsaken that Kingdom, I 
came into England, and particularly to Manches- 
ter, where I fastned my stranger's home ; I had not 
lived there three months, before the differences of 
their Kingdom were heightened into a Warre and 
all parts were full of confusion. The town of Man- 
thester, amongst others, apprehending a manifest 
danger of ruine, from the Earl of Darby and his 
strength, who appeared for the King; having none 
that kftew what belonged to Military affairs, either 
for offence or defence, and having observed, and 
-heard of me, that I was bred up in Souldiery from 
'.my yoiith, well skilled in fortifications, nor con- 
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t6mptibly furnished with all other military abilities : 
propounded and concluded with me a Contract 
under h9.hd and seal, for half a year, engaging me 
by the utmost of my advice and skill, to endeavour 
the security of the Town, and engaging themselves^ 
in consideration of my service for that lime, to pay 
me £30, we agreed accordingly. I must be bold 
to say^that my undertaking of this Service (though 
for a poor reward,) as it was not small in itself j so 
it proved in the consequents as considerable, both 
to the weakning of the King's party, and the 
strengthning of the Parliament's, as any action in 
that kinde, through the passages of that year ; (let 
it be considered) foure for one in that Town, if not 
more^ favoured my Lord of Darby, and had pub; 
lickly vowed to cut my throat, if ever I attempted 
any works to keep him out. The other party> which 
favoured my undertakings, were full of fears and 
confusions, not knowing which way to turn them- 
selves : The Town in all its entrances, open, and 
without any defence about it. A powerful Enemy 
continually expected to come upon them; which 
within three weeks of our contract fell out: surely 
these were circumstances, which might easily have 
made it lawful to fear, and in that fear to decline a 
service of this nature. But, being desirous to do the 
Town the best office, that either I could do, or they 
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^oiild wish, I put my life iii my bd,nd, I overlook^ 
ed ilH dai^en and difficulties, and iind«nook this 
Charge: which how I have dtscharged, let the 
world jud^. By th^ way 6bserve, thdt the V6ry 
Aext morning after thy Contract, my Lord 6f Datby 
lent two Gefitlemen to me, with £160 ad a pre«e*rt 
iProm his Lordship, with an invitation to attend htm 
at Latham. TPwas easie to see, what liie drift tt 
this kindnesse was. But £30, if backed with my 
promise, contract, or engagements I have evef 
learned to value above all offers^ honesty being 
hiore wcrth than gold. Returning therefore my 
thanks for the Earl's noblienesse, and the money 
iS^ith Ttty thanks, I dismissed these Gentlemen, and 
addressed myself to my trust. My first aime wail 
to set up good Posts and chains, to keep out the 
Enemie's horse ; which by the contrivance of d 
false alarm, and by the help of the Countrey'S 
coming in, upon the ringing of the Bells back* 
wards, devised purposely for this end, 1 safely pei^ 
formed, though many tongues had doomed mfe 
to death, if ever I attempted it. This was done 
on Wednesday, the 22d of September, 16 Ai. 

Having by this devise drawn some Armed meh 
into the 1* own, I earnestly pressed, that they might 
be carefully provided for, heartened and encourag- 
ed; tor I was confident, that within less than U 
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"i^eA, Vm Ebemjr wcnrid.ipake a reall approach 
and Iheo thii^e loieik would stead vi, they took my 
adfice j and mj prediction fell Out aecordiii|[Iy:. 

Ill that fiiiall tinie of prsparation, wluch I had^ 
I Itetifted and barrioadoed upev^jr irtipeet end with 
Ihe ad^ioa of mud walls^ which i^erd ttHfioishedi 
Wheit the £arl came upon iis> 1 advisid hdw oitr 
m^nti^houid bd ai^igned through each pairt about 
ih^irTowii; ButSalford-^bridgei the only placed 
maoifeM datigel'^ greatest action^ ami least defencei 
upon otbein' refugati, I undertook myself: UtcOgh 
by iaf engagement 1 was not bound to fight at allj 
but to advis^^ alid direct onely. .. 

For this Service, September the 28th, I took 
with me 50 Muiricettieis: we lay therc^ till Mun<|ay 
without action. Munday September 27, I wai 
necedsita^d, to s^nd 20 of my Mnskefltiers to Capt 
tain Bitedshaw at the Deansgiite, which never ret 
turned: that ateertiHTon^ thot^h thus weakened^ 1 
Wttinuniercmrljr assaulted; but tin:Di:^the good^ 
nesBe of him, who saved us, my dnrty MuskettteH 
(h^^g no Breastwork bnt a Ghain) gkvethem ( 
iotittd repuke* The next day^ September 28^ the 
Enemy plaid at ts with his great Pieces, whicbbef 
ing k slrtoge tioi<e andtetrouir to my raw teien^ 
Ihctfeeli ^Ff thrift tdok tfasir iid^lt^ therest^ somefinr 
teir df my^ ^m vmi^y oOi^ out o| gaUdAHjTi 
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jr^solviog rather to dye, then to forsake me, stuck 
close to me, and to the safety of their Town. I was 
now few in number, but found some pitie from 
some other gallant hearts, who yoliintarily came 
into my assistance, making up my number twenty^* 
eight And this was my huge Army even then; 
when I had not onely nwiny Enemies without, but 
dangerous temptations wkhin to deal with. For the 
Enemy finding their assault not to take successe, 
nor their Cannons to t^rrifie us, as at the first; seve- 
rail parleys, sore against my will, wete sent into 
the Town: Mrhereof I gave my Souldiers a little 
notice, with encouragemetits to stand oUt to the 
utmost. • 

t*articularly, Wednesday, September 29, the 
Earl offered upon the delivery of some 100 Musr 
kets to with draw his Foirces, and march away. To 
back this offer, CoUonel Holland, undefn^ndihg 
my aversenesse, earnestly pressed me to condescend 
to the motion, using withall these three Reasons;. 
First, said he, we have neither Powder lior Match. 
I confesse I had onely six pound of the one, and 
eighteen fatiiom of the other; but this was onely 
known to, myself.: Sec5ondly, the Coimtrymen 
(said be, thoi^h faJsly,) .will stay no longer, their 
own hottses^ind goods lyiDg>ppen;to the mercy of 
tHe Etiemie. Thirdly; said-he,> the Enemy vis in- 
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created in strength. With these arguments did he 
ttotonely urge, but almost command the embracing 
of the EarVs Proposals. I related these things to 
my Souldiers, who unanimously resolving neVet to 
yield to my Lord of Darby, so long as^^I would stand 
out, and they had an inch of Match, or a shot of 
Powder: my heart leaped at such ccwirage, and 
thereupon I peremptorily i*efused any terms 
whatever. 

Which so passionately moved Coilonel Holland^ 
that he left me in great anger and discontent. Im- 
mediately Bitjer this. Master Bourne, an aged and 
grave Minister, came down to the Bridge to me. I 
told him Colon ell HoUandts language, and the 
dangerous concernment it tended to, I advised him^ 
that if he desired to prevent the mischief, which 
might ensue, he would immediately walk to the 
Dearisgaie; and from thence to the other Centuries, 
using his best encouragements to prop up their 
hearts, against any danger; and assuring them 
from me, that whereas the Enemy now, made no 
assaults, but where I was, I was confident, with 
the help of Almighty God, and my few men, to 
defend it against their whole Power; nor should 
they ever enter at my guard The heartened old 
man quickly left me, and followed my advice, ^th 
such gravity and chearfulnesse, that I cannot but 
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Mcribe much to it^ ac^ to the means of our proier^' 
vation. Having thus prevailed for a refusall of all 
tartns, eent in by the Enemy, our height of resolu^ 
tip^ to defend ourselves to the utmost was returned 
to the Earh who finding by our actions, that We 
spake as we meant, within three days after, withr 
drew this siege, and gave us leye with about ten of 
my men in open view to fetch away a great numt 
ber of good Arms from them. 
* Thus was Manchester freed from the dangef of 
her first brunt; wherein how farre I was insftri*- 
mentall, if impartial! men canpot see, I will appeal 
from them to my Enemies; if either can deny me 
an adcnqw^edgemfent, I am (Content the world 
Aould be blind, and what I have done should be 
buried. But was the safitie of MiEmcbester, the 
wliok of Mandbester's safitie. He that shall view 
Hi Prospectiv'e the state of things at that time in the 
Kingdom, must yet see nK>re; my Lord of Essex 
fafad then at that instant no great Forces, and those 
very remote from those parts. And surely, if the 
aotiopst>f Manchester had not sufficiently ballanced 
Ibe Earl of; Darhie's Forces, or had that Town 
yielded eitiier to hi$ Aissaults or Proposalls, Lanoar 
shire, and all tbos^ ajssociated Counties, had been 
jIt his s^viqe; and the whole jSouldi^ry therein at 
hit disposing; which vnth his own Souldi^Y would 
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hun mad* U^ at least 9000 well drmed fighting 
mfeii> beftidfes Hoi^se. These, joined to his Majes- 
li^'SJ Body, who otiely Wanted Infentry, Would 
hl¥e tAkd^ feiieh an Army, a^ in humaii i^easoii 
doiild ftot h4¥€ fdiittd an opposition strong enough 
fP6M dl the Parliattieiifi Forcfej, whieh at that 
tittle 6duld be brought together. These doncem** 
mAiits I onely touch iit, because, though* toy heart 
.Would break> jf I shoiild not let the World knowe 
hcrW I haVe served, ittd ^m served ; yet I have no 
minde to draw jtiy own picture. On6ly one thing 
tnore let iiie adde^ to do myself a little right, since 
none else hitherto have done. This Town was hot 
only a foyl to an assaulting Enemy, but a strength, 
help, and Magazine to all the adjacent Ootitities, 
a» they stood engaged for the Parliament^ service^ 
But enough of this. 

The E6.rl of Darby having afforded mfe a vaeim-i 
ey by his departure, I thoroughly set my^lf t6 
raise up my Works of Fortifications abotit the Town, 
during thfe residence of that half year/ for which 
tuy contract was made> in which I did not onely 
{>r6i$eeute that to my utmost, by my dir^ctions^ bufc 
hd^^ing declared my judgement, thatunlesse we did 
Irodaething speedily against the Earl, he would get 
ftead again, and do ns new mischief. We there- 
ti|)on gathered ou* Forces together, went out, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 rosworm's complaint, 

upon Decemb. 24, we shattered the Enemy at 
Chowbent, and the same night we took Leigh bjr 
assault, returning again within three days. I was 
now so observed for my faithfulnesse and successe, 
that Januar. 2d. following I was unexpectedly ho^ 
noured with a commission from my Lord Wharton, 
to be Lieutenant Coll : of a Foot Regiment, to Coll, 
Ashton, with which, Feb. 6, 1 was commanded by 
Serjeant-Major-General Seaton, to join with Coll. 
Holland's Regiment, and to attempt Preston, which 
was accordingly taken by assault, Feb. 8. And 
afterwards at Serjeant-Major-General Seaton's, and 
the Deputy Lieutenant's request, was fortified by 
my directions. . 

I kept this command of Lieut. Coll : during the 
residue of my half year's service, contracted for 
with the Town of Manchester, which being now 
expired, they then observed, what they cannot 
without shame remember now ; that I was both 
trustie, and successefull. They w^re loathe to 
forgo such a servant, and therefore propounded 
new terms to me, offering me an annuity of £60. 
per annum, to be paid £15. quarterly, during the 
lives both of myself and wife, which should survive 
the longest, if I would by my advice prosecute the 
finishing of their Fortifications, and the ordering 
of all Military ajBFairs, conducing to the safetie of 
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the Town, and upon all occasions be ready to give 
directions accordingly. At the same time, also, 
they, with the Deputy-Lieutenants desired me to 
accept of a Foot Company in the Garrison of Man* 
Chester, engaging themselves to maintain it, as long 
as it was a Garrison, and to pay me 40»*"- per week 
in part of my Captain's pay, and the rest was to go 
upon th6 publick Faith. I was pressed to accept 
this so importunately on their part, and by one 
reason so strongly within myself, which was, that 
by embracing the first of these Proposals, I should 
not leave a desolate Widow without a. poor subsist- 
ance, in case a warlike end should befall myself, 
that I layed down my lieutenant-CoUoners Com- 
mission, and closed with their contract; and is this 
circumstance nothing to chain these men to their; 
promises ? Those hearts certainly are deeply 
rooted in the Earth, which Reason, Equity, Con- 
science,^nay and shame, cannot pull out with such 
ropes. 

My engagement being past, 1 returned to my 
charge, enlarged my Fortifications, left nothing 
unprepared, as time would permit, which might not 
make an Enemy a strong Work to attempt me. 
Whilst I was prosecuting these things, I was soli- 
cited, April 1st, 1643, by the Deputy-lieutenants, 
to attend and^assist our Forces, against Wrgan s for 
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indeed tho Soiddi«rft dadaited theniMlv«i» liiis^m-r 
tented, if I yrwX n^X tloftg with <hwi« 1 wf^ ttj* 
cordiogly, biSing loath that tha9Q should wwit wjr 
of my sKfTTices, who bad afforded tm $o HHOh r oqqm 
in their hearts, nor were we without a btippy wo-* 
sesse in onr attempt } for by a g^iUnt anauJtt ohiefty 
of Oollonel Ashton's men, we took that ftrotig Town 
in leans than an hour< The Town being taken to 
my best remembrance, we sent 600 Mu^ttiersr of 
Coltonel Ashton's men to atfcnre Boitwi^ not f» 
ftom OS* Whilst the Town wa$ taken, the Bftw^ 
having for a rcftige observed and fitted tfee ChwivU 
and Steeple adjoining for their adrwtage» d^d ^ 
ther as many as eould, and killed frOm thettOej^ I 
dare say more men, after the taking of the towf^ib 
than we had lost in the whole aasanlt bettdei. 

Whilst we itruggled with this difficulty, aii alue 
rum wa$ sent us from the Enemy, I went qieiedily 
with some few Horse to view the state they stood 
in; I found them only three slender troops of 
Horse; who observing na to present a resolute fece 
towards them, they instantly tried their heelsi and 
gave us language enough in their disorder, to tell 
us we ireed not trouble ourselves with such Ene-* 
mies. I returned with what haste I could, with the 
truth in my niouth, but found CoHonel Holland in 
iwch a shaking agony of fear, that he was teady to 
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wiiroh ma-y wiih ow F§f«e?, con^H^iiiiig of ifo^ 

liU^iMA) ^4.tQ my ItHJPt »«ie|»l?rftQc^- ab^t ^OQ 
#f 800' h9f«>, bm<^ figM Pm^ of OrdQ«?ie<>i 
^1^ wast ^ #itlvw ,A»^uiiitH)n pryr^yiswm 
A»4 WTftly with tbif Fw pt | 4ijMit'>^« fo^^^^ 
*fe9«|pf tl».gfe*t^«* ]Rii#TOief we ^«4»l)QttrvMbowl» 

fciffv^ly^ tbat wap. won SQ g«Ulwitlyj of, if be 

tjfpt, «i4 Qpe trwp of IJorswr, mi4 d^ s^ pf thft 
PfijgpRia-p,; 9f vflfick w<» lja4 alfCf^ gooijLptpr^ a^^ 
I Y(Qiii4 et^ti^r^ia wy aU^pnpt of \h& Foeinie, a«4 
prosecute the rest of the service touching tUe T<?wi>, 
Wbfch w*» yet ttjjfiaished. His Answer w*5, «tay, 
Ibat stay wouW, he i*or any qf hi? w^l>» eithec 
would or ihould ?tay. J <?ouId ?ilmQst have torn, 
wy flesh at this answer; yet suppressapf ifly pa?^ 
^n, with de^p intreaties, and repeated persua^ioi^?, 
k« WW at length wrought so farre, a^ t<> pron[»iw % 
rtfty till l.had fprced thow> whp ha4 pos{i^s^e4 tb^ 
Mvaptage of the Qhyrcb steeple, wholly to sqr^eQi; 
derj J bavwng Assured biB»» that I wottl4 eithfjr 4«. 
ft, or oiberwise m one boqre blow* tbam vp- Iff; 
gfave me t^ ba^d t^ a^^re iiift ^f hi# ^y, J tbere«. 
tipoft ^«t s^mn«med thfoft, b»t ia yain. J prepar^: 
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ed for execution, the event whereof startling the? 
Eneiny, they all surrendered, being eighty-six ia 
number. But whilst 1 was receiving the Arms, and 
making preparation for their Convoy, GoUonel 
Holland (for, alas, who can settle a trembling 
heart?) marched away with all the Forces, 1^ me 
with one Company onely, (these, also, fearing their 
inabilitie to deal with so many pnsoners> for- 
leaking me) engaged amongst 400 prisoners, many 
good Armes, two great pieces of Ordnance, in the 
midst of a Town, where generally all the Towns- 
people were great Malignants. Being thus wholly 
forsaken by all, I was forced first to run to find my 
Horse, and then to flie for my life, which in such a 
danger was most strangely saved. 

All that adhered to the Parliament through the 
whole Kingdom, and knew the circumstances of 
this assault, rejoyced at the taking and supposed 
keeping of Wigan, as a considerable service. It 
being thought an impregnable piece, the Enemie's 
pride, and our fear ; onely CoUonel Holland 
Itemed to be troubled, that I perished not in the 
action ; and thereifore finding, that I survived 
his treacherie in having me in the midst of so 
many enraged Enemies, as I before shewed; did 
the best he could to destrpy me and my family. 
a worse way. For presently upon the taking <rf 
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that Town, a^ a noble gratuity for that service, 
and yet saving my own life, the 40«*»- per week, as 
part of ttiy Captain's pay (the onely main pillar of 
my family expences,) was by CoUohel HoUand^s 
command, subscribing two hands more for the 
the countenancing of his unworthinesse, taken 
away from me, upon this pretence, that I had not 
taken the Covenant, and was suspended for above 
a year; during all which time notwithstanding, I 
was still kept in my employment. 

I cannot forget that about that time, and many 
times since, I received severall letters of acknow- 
ledgement from some eminent persons in the King- 
dom, but I could feed neither my dog, nor my 
cat with them, much lesse my horses, which I 
have kept always at my own expences in the ser- 
vice, though afterwards upon second thoughts some 
of my charges were allowed nae : but as for my 
family, who could not live upon the bare return of 
my expences, I was compelled to trie an unhappy 
experiment, whether I could feed them with I 
thank you. But enough ot this. 

Wigan service done, and undone, for which I 
was payed accordingly, I came to my charge at 
Manchester, whence not long after Iwasdesii*ed 
to ride to Liverpool, to direct the Fortifications 
there ;. I stayed there five days without any re* 
ward. 
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Many niOfe 4^\A ^t Mlmch^tidlf ^nd th^ Oottnty, W4S 
iudUQoaed up by Wan^at^ lo attend the Comftiii^ 
lae of BjLaininatiotisr ttjpon the 16th of April h9x1 
after, 4nd lo gi^e in 04lr lafonnationa toimhtng; 
Collo^el Holland's aotiohl Adhere all thills and di-> 
itn thihgs m&r^, rrete jiutifiad to his face, a« bia 
^rfidioM dealings U Wigan^ hii aetioni^ tou<ihit)g 
Mr, Pet«r Hfey^ood, and his ea^erneise In tugging 
me to deliver up M utiehenteri^ when i kepi SdlfonI 
bfidge^ ill d)4^ Ghiti Bui hi^gr^oi Ai^d^ in the 
Hdu^ prevailed (bt hk estape^ tttt<>oiinling It p^r^ 
hapi» a iiaffielent punii^hment, Ihat he w49 m pub^ 
Ucklyrtiaa^. 

Whefeaiij if I hid b6^ gttilty of IhiSLlIke^ I km 
svitt the Law of Arttis would hAVe edftd^itthed attd 
fekectit^d tee foi^ bad se^i^^i^ thai am iotight to b^ 
fbmi^hed fot godd* 

About Jialy 4th, tfeft Earl of K«¥^eadtl6 with 110 
m^\^ ¥^t^ t[ihdiB afigry apptoi^th toward$ Lm^ 
^^kit ; ^ut* tn^n wet^ s^nt out to opp0^6 his piUiN 
sage, nor was I thought fit to be pmsent at this a<^^ 
tloft. t1i6 ils«% if^ oof men w>ere soundly beaten 
M Wifikedhilli, iu York^hire^ anj pursued mto Latw 
^ai^re by the Eitiaiiiy> who quickly al^ possastodi 
himi»etf of }taUfa!s about 16 imles distant fr^ii ml. 
When I hud red)Hv0d this »ad infeiligenoe,. I ii^ 
formed myself of the nature of the passes, byM^Wdl 
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llie Enemy most easily could come in upon us ; 
and finding them capable of a sudden Fortification, 
by the consent of the Deputy Lieutenants, I quick- 
ly helped nature with art, strengthening Black- 
stone edge, and Blakegate> and manning them with 
Souldiers, to prevent the Earl's dangerouse ap- 
proach; by which means being diverted, like an 
kngry storm with a gust, he went to the siege of 
Hull. How considerable this diversion of so pow; 
erful an enemy was, let reason judge ; for certainly, 
whereas he never reached his end at Hull, if he 
had gotten in amongst us, we were not onely in a ' 
manifest danger of being overrun by an enraged 
Enemy, but all parts within an ordinary distance, 
would have felt the smarting bitternesse of his heavy 
hands* 

1643, Jan* 19th following, I received order from 
Sir Thomas Fairfax to accompany his forces to the 
relieving of Nantwich, at that time closely besieged 
by the Enemy. Where how I discharged the trust 
reposed in me, I leave to the testimony of his Ex- 
cellency, whose name I shall allways remember 
with honour. 

Nantwich relieved, I repaired to my home, 

where I have with my utmost skill nourished a com*^ 

pany of vipers, who in recompence would eat my 

bowels. 
h 
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' From thfeHce I was enct more, Aug, 16, i644; 
commanded by Sir John Mekkpum to at^ndbim to 
the siege oP liverpool, wbicb continued fuU t^n 
weeks : I there served as Master of the Opclnikncci 
gave directions for divers Woyk% in a wofd* 1 feited 
not hi any thing, which cotild be expeated fraio 
me during the siege; it was surisenderei^ Noi9ei»b» 
4th« For all whichi and mat\y otheir serviees, I lam 
to this day unrewarded. 

' And now I eome to^ my lart actiops, not a tittl* 
conducing to the greai shame and dishonour of 
Manohester, and the ftirther evidences of my own 
honesty. 

After the siege o? EiverpooH thQ Parliament wilh 
a great Fbree kyed siege- to York; to raise this 
siege. Prince Rupert made an hastie and a furious 
march, with a yery gr^at Army; so that from the 
beginning of these Wars, there were not two such 
numerous Armies, nor so fiercely resolvi^d each 
against other, as met at length upoi\ the occasion 
of that siege; Prince Rupert, well noting, that 
there were two ways to raise ^is siege, which was 
the whole of his work and designe ; th^ one by po* 
liiy, the other by foree, left neithe^ unattempted. 
His political method lay no where so sfarongly for 
his end, as to corrupt me for thebetjaying of Mani 
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tJhester^ Vrherein had hfe iped, York siqjfe WWild 

bAve ral^d t)f itself^ 

, To eScct this, Prince Riipejrt joyhed my Lord 

Byrod to hioMelf in the traHsactioiis ^ and baVihg 

^ advantage 6f one Mr- Peter Hi^ywWdj* by hfe 

meant ]a&diu*ed with me Mr betrlyiikg t^ th^ 

Town. 

Thfe Mr. Peter Heyw0dd> who at tbii tiftife sils» 
at hti eas4^ and "enjoys faii oitn, whilst I JEbl* tt%nt 
of tl endHifie extreem mis%riei was a 6at)tkiii Iti 
I^ncal^ire fof* the Parliameht, Wai often id btiir 
private cotfsoltafic^nss and by bolding ibtMt%etiied 
with Ae Bneifty> did us touch tniJchief. He Wettt 
oft to GheAet, Oiiotdi amd ^theT KjarrisoAsttf thfe 
Enemy^ difecovfering otir secret irewlits. 
• TIds b^n^ at length fouhd out> and ^h>v^ 

* Tbfe father of tMs Peti&r Hey Wood (whb bore the sanve 
christian name) was a justice of the peace ; and aecordhig to a. 
qionumentil inscription in St. ^nn's, Aldersgate, he is stated to 
have been the person who apprehended Guy Faux> with his 
dark lantboria, in the vaults lindet the PayViainfent liouse, Nov. 
dlh; liMv fV^»m ^ 6kAh kilthoHty W€ Mfrh, Ibdt for his zea- 
loul^ prosecution of the I^t)ist^> lie tvbs s&bbed in W^tiniii^tee 
Hail by one John Janies> a Dominican friar^ in 1640. His grand- 
son, Peter, was afterwards one of the councellois of Jamaica^ 
and married Grace, daughter of sir John Mudldeford, knt and 
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pgaiost him, he was secured by the Committee, and 
yet without the consent of the rest of the Commit- 
tee, contrary to an: Ordinance touching such cases, 
released by Coll. Holland; two of his friends also 
being bound for his appearance, which never was 
questioned; though he presently upon his enlarge- 
ment went to the Enemy, and was afterwards 
thought the onely fit instrument to work me to this 
treacherie. His method was, first to take advan« 
tage of the injurious and most unthankful! unwor- 
tbinesse, which the Town had used towards mie, 
stirring those passions in me, which he knew wCTe 
deeply provoked. This done, he offered in the be- 
half of Prince Rupert, that I should have great 
preferments under Prince Rupert ; besides the per- 
petuall obligations of affection and honour from 
many most noble friends, which I should look upon 
as purchased by the desert of such seasonable and 
usefuU service. 

I was not so little a fool, though I never meant 
to be a knave, but I gave the propounder audience, 
give spme encouragement to the businesse, so much 
as to fish out, which way the Enemy would lay th6 
stratagem, and to secure myself from suspicion on 
their part, appointed them a time of receiving their 
hopes. And I must needs say, 1 could with more 
ease have sold them, man, woman, and child, with 
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all they had into their Enemies' hands, than at any 
time I could have preserved them; but, alas, I 
should then have been a Manchester man, for ne- 
ver let an unthankfull man, and a promise breaker, 
have another name. 

When I had found out the bottom of the plot, 
and searched out the method of their intention, I 
immediately sent for six of the chief men of the 
Town, layed open the whole design, told them how 
to prevent the danger, laboured night and day to 
get our Cannons to the Work, repaired our Mud- 
Walls, as well as time would suffer. In a worc^^ 
left nothing uncared for, which was necessary to 
entertain an assault. But the Enemy, having got 
some intelligence of our actions by our treacherous 
friends, or home-bred Enemies, when he had 
marched within one or two miles of Manchester at 
his appointed time, having notice of an hot enter- 
tainment, instead of Manchester steared his course 
another way. 

I must not forget here a new piece of wrong 
Manchester and the whole Kingdom received from 
Coll. Holland at this time, that very morning, 
which I had discovered the plot. Coll: Holland 
had summoned the Souldiers of Salford Hundred, 
consisting of almost 4000 Muskettiers, to my best 
remembrance. He was desired by us at Manches- 
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ter, ihBl these Souldiers might quarter in, or near 
the TowRi that they tnight assist us in time of dan^ 
ger : but how were we answered ? he disbanded 
these men^ went away, left us to ourselves, there^ 
being no established Souldiers in the Town at that 
tkae^ but that one single Company under my ctjm- 
mand^ €uid some few o( Major ^adoliff 's Coiupauy^ 
which^ with ull that could be perswaded to look %q 
the security of their Itves and livelthoodi^ naade not 
up so many MuskettierS) as to double pur guards^ 
much lesse reasonably to enable us against a reso- 
lute Enemie's attempt. Nor was our distrefse with- 
out many aggrayating circumstances 5 for, besidei^ 
the decay of our Mud-walls, and the unmounting^ 
of our Cannons, we knew not who to trust. The; 
iqfinite toyl> pains, and indefatigable mdustry^ 
night and day, which I used at this time, all thai 
had e^es in that Town saw, and all that have 
tongues can witnesse : insomuch that the ablest,, 
and richest of those, who had engaged then>9elve» 
for my Annuity, being overcome with the consider- 
ation of my pains, and the shilling evidences of ni|r 
fidelity, gave me deep protestations and promises; 
tha^ if ever the hand ot Providente should lead 
them to peace again,, and that Trading might oAce 
s^ain flourish, they wouldi imt of their own private 
purses, enlarge my rewards particularly f^urol 
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\\e: six, to whom I firsi discovered the Enemie*s 
aftrqtagem, specified their 8ummes. Mr. Johnson 
promised £l(k Mr. Gaskell J 20. Mn Hunt £30. 
^n. Hartley £49. yearly, as long as I lived. But, 
alas, when our distresse w^ over, which tasted a 
week, this i^moke vanished. The issue was this, 
that whereas QoU : Holland (who ever hath been, 
as you may se^ all along) the bQuntifiill rewi^rder, 
^ncourager^ and furthurer of iny good services bad 
suspended n^y 40s, p^r week, part of my Captain^ 
p^y, for a whole year, they drew a most important 
Petition to the House, for the Arrears pf my pay, 
^nd continuance of it, for the time to oome ; recom-t 
mc^nding me also for some noble gratuity agree- 
able, to my deserts and quality. This Petition 
begot me an Order for my discontinued pay, and 
a recommendation from the House to Manchester, 
for my Annuity. It was dated Sep, 4, 1644.* 

♦ The following order copied from the Journals of the House 
of Commons, p. 617, may serve to prove the truth of this pait 
of Rosworm's statement j and from whence we may form a cor- 
rect idea of the. J^ccuracy of the. whde narrative. Although the 
annuity iu the order, doe$ Qot a^ee v^ith, the preceding ^ums», 
(which appears to have beeji promised in the heat of tl;ie mom^^nt) 
yet it is more cleajrly ei^plained in the succeeding pages. 

Die Mercurii Septembris 4°, 1644.' 
.Ordered, That lieutenant-Colonel Roswonn shall have his 
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hi^ being granted me, through muqh importunitf^^ 
and great expeftces, on my part, my 40s. per 
week was pa;yed me till Octob. 9lh, 1647/ 

I shall onely adde one more Evidence of my 
faithfulnesse to this ungratefull Town* The Sum- 
mer after Prince Rupert's diversion, it pleased God 
to lay his heavy hand of plague upon us, which, 
ranging according to his directions, left no part 
unvisited ; becoming indeed such a sad object, that 
our" very miseries were as great a guard to us 
agamst our Enemies, as the cries of them were 
strong for a publick commisaration from our friends. 
The pestilence in a little time grew so hot, that it 
not onely occasioned most of the richest to depart 
with their whole families, but moved also the War- 
den, and the other Ministers, to desire me with my 

Fay as lieutenant-Colone], so lo^g as he did the Duty of that 
Place in the Regiment of Colonel ^sheton : And the forty shil- 
lings per Week formerly paid to him as Captain, and all the ar- 
rears of it, he forthwith paid out of the public monies to be raised 
in the County of Lancaster ; and so to continue during such time 
as he shall be in the public service in that County : And, for the 
rest of his Pay as Captain, the said lieutenant-Colonel Rosworm 
shall have the Public Faith. And it is further recommended unto 
the Town of Manchester, not to fail in the Paying of him the 
Sixty Pounds per annum, according to their former Coyenants 
with him.' 
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lamily to withdrawmot far from the Town, that, if 
occasioii, were, I might from thence readily serve 
the danger and extremitie, which might befall it 
from the Enemie, 1 think few men would have 
blamed me, if having stayed thus long, I had left 
th^ Town upon such impgrtunitie. But conceiving 
myself as strongly tyed to look to the goods and 
estates of those, that were gone, as one of the Mi- 
nisters thought himself charged to look to the soulai 
of those there remaining; I waved all fear, and re- 
solved personally to serve my trust, leaving ray 
death to him, that once gave, and often .before 
had spared my life. And truly my resolution here-, 
in, I must be bold to -say, was not a little courtesia 
to this Town, as both I foresaw h6w things would, 
and afterwards did come to passe; for Major Ret- 
cliff and his Company having withdrawn and 
quartered themselves without the works for fear of 
the plague, myself having onely twelve Musket- 
tiers, whose hearts stood fixed to run my hazard, 
the poore, many of whom were at the pest house 
without, and the rest within, entered into a danger- 
ous combination, with about a dozen of the mid- 
dle sort of men, that were within, to take advantage 
of our weaknesse and nakednesse, and to seize up- 
on the whole riches of the Town, which at that 
tine wa5 very great. In the prosecution of this 

M 
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villany, they wanted neither secresie, unanimity^ 
nor craft, for till their design was ripe, I had no 
knowledge of it; which argues also their unanimi- 
ty ; as for their craft, a man wpuld have thought 
some minor Jesuite had been of their couimseU. They 
had prepared, forsooth, a kind of Declaration . 
zeal for the safety of the Town, soIicitoujKnes3e^to 
see it so naked and unfit to oppose an Enemy, were 
the embroidered coat of this pretty brat; and to 
make up all, they added a resolution to jstick to 
King and Parliament, and to use the whole 
fruits of their attempts to serve the publick : ' and I, 
forsooth, had the honour to be nominated their 
chief commander. I had at this time taken phyr 
sick, but my Serjeant Mn Burom, the elder, hav- 
ing discovered the plot to some in the Town, who 
quickly came to advise with me. We with some 
few others, which we sent for, agreed upon this as 
the suddenest remedv, that the twelve chief con- 
spirators should be severally sent for into one room, 
at one time, and afterwards severally examined, 
which accordingly was done; their examinatioixs 
remaining still upon fyle in Manchester. Whilst 
these things were doing, I gave orders for my twelve 
Muskettiers privately to attend me, with whose as- 
sistance having secured these heads, the conspira- 
cie vanished into smoke, which otherwise would 
have set all on fire. 
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* The plague being ceased, and the chief inhabi- 
tants of the Town returned, a man would have 
thought that this last Evidence of my faithfulnesse, 
alone, should have vn^ought these men, if not to 
thankfulnesse, yet to honesty: But who can white 
a black man, or make rope of sand ? Their brows 
were brasse to all entreaties, their affections flints 
toall reason, their hearts rocks to all pitie, and 
their consciences adamants to all obligations, even 
still my Annuity was kept from me; which aggra- 
vating my many debts and wants to the height of 
extremitie, in hope of relief I repaired to London, 
where prevailing not for a redresse, in three quar- 
ters of a year's attendance with my boy and two 
horses, tit very great expences; at length (it being 
true, that Magister artis ingeniiq, largitor venter,*) 
it came into my head to print an angry Papei-; the 
copie whereof I have here inserted. 

A SAD COMPLAINT Or LIEUTENANT-COLLONEL JOHN 
ROSWORM, AGAINST SEVERALL OF THE INHABITANTS 
: OF MANCHESTER. 

I post and send abroad this to the deserved shame 
of the Townsmen of Manchester, whose names are 
underwritten, whose heathenish,, most unworthy 

♦ The belly is the master of arts, and the bettower of wit. 
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and pei*^idious dealings, if I could, I would publish 
to the end of the world. My complaint iithis, let 
all readers judge. When the town of Manchester, 
at the beginning of these Wars, was in a tnost des- 
perate danger and extremi tie bj reason of the 
Enemie, I (who have been a known Souldier in 
Forrain parts,) was then looked upon as a ser\rice- 
able man for the safety and preservation of that 
Town, and was accordingly compounded with, by 
tliose underwritten in the town's behalf to fortifie 
the said Town, and, in a word, to manage all 
Military affairs, tending to their safety and preser- 
vation. In consideration of which, they obl^;cd 
themselves under hand and seal, to pay me quar- 
Wly, every quarter of a year, £15 during <he lives 
of myself or wife, which should live longest ; adding 
withall such Solemn Protestations and Vowed En- 
gagements of farther thankfulnesse, that, consid^- 
ing their profession of holinesse above other men, 
it might easily have wrought an hope in a credulous^ 
man, that they would be more than honest. But 
all tliat glistered was not gold: for see the i*jue.'l 
discharged my engagements to the utmost of a man, 
yea to the utmost of their hopes.' Their Town was 
secured, themselves preserved through providence, 
my great pains, industry, and tincorrupted Faith- 
fulnesse. In the prosecution of my trust, I incur- 
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red frequent and most manifest dangers of my life, 
from which my escapehath been a matter both 6f 
th^ir wondier, and their joy; of all which I have 
their own acknowledgments to produce, and t^i- 
ffcationsoftheirthankfulnesse so deep, as if they 
had looked upon me, as the onely earthly Land* 
lord of their lives. AU this notwithstanding, these 
men (if they deserve so good a name,) conceiving 
themselves to have no other use of men, have for 
these twelve inonths with-held from me my dearly 
earned stipend, broken their covenants, slighted 
their Engagements, opposed all fair motions, and 
freqtient entreaties of my own, refused all Minis- 
terial exhortations, earnestly and often pressing 
their dutie herein upon them; dispised all requests 
and letters of public and private eminent persons 
not onely mi ndmg them of, but reproving them for 
their backwardnesse, 1 may say persidlousnesse; 
so that, if 1 were not beholding to a more boutiti- 
fttU Providence, then what runs in thetr honesty, 
I' and mine might rot, perish, starve, or famish, 
M^iom by their obligations, as well as the common 
obligations of Equity, they are bound to relieve ; 
what ingratitude tbis^ is, let the world judge; yea 
judge yourselves, ye worst of m6n; did I hazard 
life, limbs, and all that was dear to me, and do .the 
richest ofyougrndge me a few shillings by the 
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year, to buy me and mine food: is this your equitie? 
have you engaged yourselvejs solemnly for my satis-^ 
faction, and now do you deny it me to my destruc- 
tion. Is this your honesty ? Would you indeed 
murder me, my wife and children after the highest 
manner of cruelty, that under God have been a 
means of preserving you alive? What! is no 
other death fit for me but famishing? have you no 
easier way to shew your unthankfulnesse then that ?, 
are you so hard hearted to a stranger, so persidious 
to your obligations, so unthankfuU for curtesies, 
such obstinate enemies of reason and equitie ? do 
you professe yourselves ashamed to see one, and 
can you read this without blushing; ye Adamants, 
can ye indeed be so flintie ? Well, be so for ever^ ^ 
finde out the utmost bounds of ingratitude, be 
matchlesse in your treacherie ; set the Devill him- 
self a Copie, that you may be the most infamous 
men of your generation, and when you have done, 
triuniph in this; that your consciences are made jof 
such steel, as can be touched with nothing. As for 
me, the utmost of your cruelty shall, I hope, reach 
no farther then to cause me to be angry with my- 
self, that I have ever hp-zarded my blood for such 
despicable earth worms. But withall let me tell 
you, I hope I shall finde out a way to make you 
pay me against your wills, nor shall your dishonest . 
tic for ever help you. 
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.To conclude, (for I know though your brows be 
Baisilico-proof, yet you could be content, I should 
end this language ;) if ever yon^ stand in need of 
the faithfulnesse of a man again, may you meet 
with none that will trust you, better then you de- 
serve, for since you have, in my case, manifested 
your best profession to be but hellish dissimulations, 
what man, after me, will ever credit you ? Who 
will ever free me from this reproach, of being the 
last credulous fool, that ever you shall abuse ? If 
any thing here seems either to yourselves or others 
too sharp, 1 shall shortly clear your eye-sight, and 
present you, with a larger Lookingglass, wherein 
you shall see (if you will not shut your eyes,) Cir^ 
cumstances enough, which will more fully discover 
your brutishnesse, not onely to yourselves, but to 
dl, that will take the pains to observe your most 
detestable un worth! nesse ; so farewell. 

The names of those unworthy Covenant-breakers 

in Manchester, who have sealed and subscribed 

the Covenant in behalf of themselves and the whole 

Town. 

Ric : Heyrick, Tho : iLancashire, 

Will: Radcliffe, Richard Lomax, 

Rich : Howarth, . Thomas MynshuU, 

Rowland Hunt, Edward Johnson, 

William Dean, Lawrence Owen, 
John Hartley, • Robert Lever, 

John Gaskell, Nich: Hawet, 
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Edw: Holbrook, Thomas EHingworth, 

Roger Worthington, Mich: Buxton, 

Richard Meare, Rap- Wallhi, 

Henry Bradshawe, Hugh H. WilliMras, 

Lond: May 9, 1648. 
The shame of this Paper, which the bitteme»e 
of my condition) and 'the unworthinesse of their 
dealing, forced me to Print, together with the con- 
currence of the Scottish advance, from which they 
feared danger, occasioned them to recall me from 
London, and to pay me my then arrears. But 
this storm being over; they again most shamelesly 
slighted their engagements; and therefore being 
utterly worn out with the vexation of their usage, 
and finding nothiqg to work, I sent them a Letter, 
dated Octob. 11, 1648, desiring their leave, that 
I might seek employment where I could, and look 
after a means of subsistence elsewhere, since their 
hearts were guch, that they could suffer me, my 
wife, children, and family, to perish before their 
eyes, who for six or seven years had been an e\1- 
dent instrument of keeping them, their wives and 
children from the same end. For this purpose I 
sent th^m inclosed the form of a testimony to be 
subscribed; the result of all was, I neither could 
get pay, nor testimonial! : what is this, but as much 
as to say in other words, for all the good services 
you have done us^ we will keep you here, and fa- 
mish you ? 
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I have now done my story, whats behind must 
be for Application. And first I shall begin with 
those undertakers of Manchester, who first engag- 
ed me; and first, and last, and all along, have 
almost eaqualled my services with wrongs. 

My Masters, 

For it hath been my unhappinesse to have been 
your servant, give me your leave a little. (If you 
have any roome in your memories for* any thing 
but debts) you may well remember the confusions, 
fears, and extremities, you were in, when you first 
desired my services : what a strong Enemy you 
expected from without, how divided within, how 
weakly provided, and unable against either ; inso- 
much that my Engagement in your service, was 
as much the wonder of your Enemies, as the pre- 
servation of yourselves, so far as may be ascribed 
to a means. Having undertaken your service, you 
may remember, if you please, the dangers I ex- 
posed myself to, beyond my covenant, the offers 
which I refused from many, the difficulties I ran 
through, the vigilancy and care which I used, the 
faithfulnesse which I discharged, my sticking to 
your estates during the plague, when most of you 
(which was strange) forsook them yourselves ; and 

N ' 
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the gucc€sse of all tUrojugh my whole searvice, You 
may rep^ember too, what metbinks you hay^ fgjv 
gptten, that I ha(l yomr bauds mi 9»al3 for a po^ 
atinuity^ besides the vali^otary addUiPUall pro^i«ef 
from some of you of £10. from another 4S|J0, from 
another £30. from another £40. yearly, as long as 
I lived, flowing from the aense of my care, and 
faithfulnesse, once visible in Manchester, but now- 
removed beyond Ae Indie^. But, I pray you> 
my masters, suffer your servant to reason with you; 
Was I once thought worthy of so much, and now 
have I not deserved my poore wag^ of you^ thai 
have kept for some of you such vast estates ? ^o yott 
still grudge me the yearly proportionof a few shil* 
lings, that have kept for you so many pounds, so 
many thousands ? Have I exposed myself for yoin* 
safety, to the danger of sword and plague, and will 
nothing content your bouadlesse ingratitude, un** 
lesse withall you throw me and my whole family 
into the jaws of famine ? You have been thought 
men of conscience, why could no ministeriall ex» 
hortations prevail with you, often propounded, 
and urjged upon you for that purpose ? You have 
professed yourselves the Parliament's devoted ser-' 
vants, why was their recommendation slighted ? 
You would not be thought uncivell, why were my 
Lord General's Xetters so little regarded? You 
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tfroiald riot be irepohdd ^ shameless^, why did 
shime fofc^e yoti to k {)}eGfe of jroi* duty, upon the 
sight of my printed papet inserted before ? whereas 
dow again Kke the dogjfei yi>U Are turned to your 
jfoimt. You eompfeuD of OthSi^ibi' want of justice, 
why hare you 113^ so lllfie to ifte ? You pretend a 
great deal of care of yocir credit, why have you suf- 
fered your words> haiidi ahd seal* to be wounded >' 
Religioti bids yod to be cbhrt^ous to strahgers, why' 
have yoadedlt fhils iititiierdifully, y^s. mbst cruelly 
with liife? Wh6 thoii^h 4 i§trahger, have been tnorfe 
thdti % btbtlitfer,.and hate then sthck to you, when 
f» fear> ybd hk^e fled from yourselves- Equity, 
re^ri, yed iself-loV^, requires you to be tKaiikftin ' 
foS^ fcouWe^iei ; hkvih^ forgdttefat all these obliga- 
tr&his, I Favbur fon loo much, if I say yoii are out' 
<rf y ottf* wilsi, ifor theh ybii Will be sohiewhat eii:- 
mis^di Wheirias, if ^bh will be thought otherwise, 
ydil iba^h^. Wheii your feak had rendered you 
hewtfeifte, my uftdeftaking yout Service, and lively 
eftt6«ragefc&fefilsrfevivedy6u ; iviiinyou have been 
oompasi^d with y^ur eheihies, my service hath 
be^ti ybtir ftfeedtomfej Whfeh yi^tt hate slept, 1 have* 
been wktbhing for yoif ; ^hen you have stretched 
yOttil^lvfefc tipdn jrOilr soft beds, I have made the 
cwW Jftlufth my bdgitig^ ; VKen instead of cloaths to 
kwp mt wk«m, I hatfe btefen wet round with the' 
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rains j I did not envy these things to you, I did not 
refuse these things for you. I might say much more, 
if I were not resolved to have this advantage of you 
to be able justly to say, I might have said more if 
I pleased. But how have you dealt Mrith.me? 
When in my distresses I have made my moan to 
you for my dearly earned stipend, your ears were 
deaf, your hearts pitilesse, my wife and children 
could not find the way to your bosomes, though 
you and yours have not wanted large roome in 
mine ? What was your meanings, were you am- 
bitious to be the most notable men in all the earth 
for cruell unthankfulnesse ? if so, I will do my best 
to procure you the honour ; as far as my few lan-_ 
guages will reach, you shall not fail ; or was it be- 
cause in your actions to me you would shew your- 
selves honest men? You have done it indeed, ask; 
your consciences else, and they will tell you so 5 
because none else will. Or was it your purpose to 
force me to file the Kingdom, and to leave my 
wife and children to your Parishes charitie, when 
both the husband of that wife, and the father of 
those children could finde so little of your justice, 
equitie, or honestie. Perhaps 'twas this : but yet 
methinks having some subtilitie of apprehension, 
you might have thought, that he that was no traitor 
to your bowels, would not be a traitor to his own* 
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Sure then your aime was I should be driven to rob 
by the highway, and violently to take from others 
what should be the support of my familie. And 
yet methinks you could not think this, seeing you 
well knew, that I have ever been careful! of my 
honestie even to you, who have failed to me ; how 
then should I be injurious to siich, whom perhaps 
I have never seen, when I have not wronged you, 
that have so sore provoked me ? You know I have 
ever laboured to keep others from plundering, how 
then should I practice it myself? But perhaps 
you are still of that judgement, however you use me, 
that certainly, some miracles would be manifested 
from heaven before a man, that had served you so 
faithfully, sliould want, though you should give me 
nothing: if these were your thoughts, then by your 
confession, I must look for miracles, before you 
will be honest; and if that follow after, 'twill be 
the greatest miracle of all: if none of these are 
right guesses, for my part I am at a losse, help me 
out, and then you shall hear more ; till then I leave 
you. 

Having done with these, I shall keep that order' 
in ray debates, which I observe in my wrongs. 
Manchester was first, and the Parliament in its late 
state was next; to them must I be bold to say a 
little. ' 
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TO THE HONORABLE iHouSS oP bomibiis, snTii^6 

TILL THE tEAR 1641^, AND t^ARTrCULAH TO i'ltj& 
MEMBERS SllTING F6^ LA^CASHU^ 

HONOkABEE GElJPrLBMENi ■ 

^ You need uot be put ia mind^ I hop^t that 
whatsoever I did for Manchester, reacht at length ta 
yourselves, and from you to the whole Kingdom;. 
It hath been easie for many impartiall eyes to see» 
that my actions at Manchester in the beginning 
were the verie hinges, whereupon the War turned; 
for bad not n^ Lord of Darbie'a Foreea been, 
boldly opposed, and at length utterly crushed, by- 
the activity, boldnesse, and successe oi those 
Forces, with which I allwayes perscmaHy ^served, 
(where mentioning myself alone, I desire not ta 
rob any other of thek due honour) half an eye miyr- 
see in humane reason, what condition you had^ 
be^n brought to, successe at first being that, whic^; 
both animated and encreased your friends. 

I must not here forget any point of right or 
honour, which was shew'd me, for J suppose that 
public testimony, which wa& given of my stirring: 
vigilancy^ ifaithfulnesse, and jhicc^ssc begot me un* 
expectedly my Lord Wharton*s Commission to be 
Lieutenant Collonel to Coll : Ashton, which, and 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



B.OfVfORM's COMlLAIIfT* 108 

hovf I ujed, till I layed it dpwn, I hare touched be- 
fore, and C9,n confideiytly leave to any that knew 
my actions. Bqt I beseech you forgive me, if as 
modestly as freedome forced from misery, will give 
me leave; I ^peak som.ething also of yours. 

Having laie4 downn^y Commission of jjieutenant 
CoHoaeU I degrq^ded myself ^nto a Captain, that I 
IPnigbt be the fitter to dischaiige my trust to Man« 
Chester, and to pitead your service there> wher§ H 
was of most concernment. I was content to lak6 
40s. per week in part q( jny Captain's pay. And 
the rest upon the Public liaith; and this with the 
poore addition of my Manchester antiuitie, was the 
whole livelihood of my wife, children, and femily. 
But as Manchester suspended the one, so your- 
selves at length suspended the other ; upon whicfa^ 
being deprived of all means of subsistence, I ad*- 
dressed two Petitions to your House, all which 
were worn out in some of your pockets, and myself 
at length, after twelve months expectation, dismis- 
sed with this, that my Petition was but a private 
businesse, from a private man, and the Parliament 
would not look upon it ; but yet I must acknow- 
ledge, I was aWowed from you a little money, not 
so much as would bear my charges of attendance. 

Forgive me now a little freedome ; when I did 
you service, i was a publick mail, w^as I altered 
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because! came ia mj great miseries to petition fof 
my wages ? especially having forborn you so long, 
then I ranne in debt for the bread, which I did eat 
as still I do ? Or if I were not that Rosworm, 
which served you, as actively, faithfully, and succese- 
fiilly as any, must I because private, perish for want 
of justice, when I hope you will grant, I should not 
famish for want of pitie ? Private men, that were to 
pay money, I hope were looked after, why notprivate 
men, that were to receive. If the receiving were 
a public advantage, surely paying was a publick 
duty. But did no private men find a redresse 
from you for. almost twelve months? Nay did 
no private men ; in , this time receive extra-* 
ordinarie gratuities, .which I also was one recom- 
mended for, though as yet I want my pay ? yojst 
CSLU tell. Had you not one half houre*s tim« 
to consider my deep extremities, as if I, and they, 
were well known, to move a stone, wha,t? not so- 
little time for me ? that have spent, dayes, nights, 
,months, years, so many, so much time to support 
that power and wealth, by which you were to re- 
lieve me? I have observed a Motto about your 
Eftglish coynes, "Justitia iirmat thronum," the 
want of this is the mother of all the changes and 
revolutions ia the world ; the corruption of this, if 
not reasonably looked into, will ruine all. Were 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



aOSWORM'fl •C'OMPl.AIMT. 105 

(teeyitifoiyoiirijolenin profet^sioviB at your fest^it- 
titig> tibat having felt the weight of oppression and 
}!^U8tice from oth^riG^ the b^nt of your councils and 
actions should he, that justice might be impartially 
Aime to hll ? Did you not with professions to this 
purpose^ fish for heafts and catch thousands ? and 
eould yon so easily neglect the doing of justice tQ 
dne of your faithfuU servante^ especially when it 
would have gotten you the additional! honour of 
another virtue, vi2 : shewing of pitie ? But you 
wefe busied about the publick. Be itiso s yet me 
thinks, you could not but see, what I heard a mean, 
man once observe ^ that, "the adminstration of 
private justice is a public good */' how else could 
that be true, that " Justitia firmat thronum ?*' But 
I was a stranger. I pray you how many of your 
own Nation betrayed you, whilst I stood firm? 
How many of them would have betrayed you, 
when they could not; whereas I would not, when 
I could, though I had strong temptations ? How 
few did you better service, moving in no higher a 
lijihear? How, many forsook you upon easie 
trials, when I stuck to you against all ? If it be 
a grantjsd principle, that I must be slighted, be- 
eaifse a stranger; yet sure I should have been re- 
garded, because a good servant : what could you 
imagine I should do? I had spent, sold, and 
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pawned, all that I had, except what I onely mean 
to part with, when I part with Hfe. I was and am 
still, as deeply plunged into debt, as my friends 
would give me leave. I had a wife and children^ 
which though you would not look after, yet I could 
not so easily forget : how did you think I should 
subsist? How should these be fed? I had no 
skill to trade, no art to begge, no heart to rob; did 
you ayme that my miserable necessities should force 
me to that, which my soul loaths? Did I hate in 
my heart, forbear in my « practice, restrain in my 
Souldiers, all kinde of plundering, even then, when: 
we had taken Towns, and might have done it un- 
der the colour of war ; all which tended not a little 
to your honour, that you had such a servant ? And 
could that be thought good dealing, to necessitate 
me, for want of my deserved pay, to rake provision 
for my deare wife and children, by my violence to 
others ? But you know not my wants. One of your 
number, who, it is to be supposed knew your mind, 
said I was a private man, and you would not look 
upon my Petition, as much as to say, you' would 
not know them. Besides, when one had done good 
service, to a state long since, you knew, that a 
voluntary inquirie was made; what honour had 
been done to the man for all this? And indeed 
what honour ? yea, what justice ? yea, what injus- 
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tice, rather ? For alas, how can I say lesse^ under 
the sense of such a languishing condition; the very 
grief whereof, being beyond the anguish of all my 
wounds, hath lately thrown me into an extreme 
sicknesse, and that to the edge of my grave : I 
shall much wonder, if now at length, upon the 
view of your failings, I should not see my redresse, 
and know my helpers, which accordingly succeed- 
ing, I shall not fail to give the world as thankfuU a 
testimony, as in this I have given true. 

JOHN ROSWORM. 
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